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2021 Reuniorto be heldin Seward, Alaska
Details will follow in the next Poopsheet.

The Seward Resort is steeped in military histditye
Resort ighe original site of Fort Raymoridat was

established in 1940. For a brief time, over 3,200 soldie
from various units of Infantry, Quarter Master, Military
Police, Medical Corps and Engineer regiments called »
Fort Raymond home. In 1944, Fort Raymond was
deactivated and converted into a militargareation ;
area. The original Quonset huts remained as part of
Seward Army Recreation Camp and were rented by T
guests until the construction of the new resort in 1996.
Rooms andSuites WiIIbe available at thestarting at

the third night free. Startworklng on you fish stories
now so we can catch up withur friend on the right

Emblem Sales Update

Emblem Sales are at ail-time record. Thank you agdir¥our continued participation in

supporting the Post will allow China Post to contirmue programs.Recently, poceeds from

emblems sales have help fund PPE distribution during the Pand@tiik here td K S O] wSe Q&
- recent additions to the store:

https://chinapost1. orq/shop/



https://chinapost1.org/shop/
https://chinapost1.org/shop/

Membership

The USPS recentfgrwarded 40 pieces otindelivered mailfrom HendersonNV,some of it
was more thanl0 monthd Checkyour . |y | @Ray addresstfor China Post!

Renewals hit the 800 mark this week. We wantttank w e _"—L, :
all of youg K 2 Gefiedved your CP1 Membership.

A note about PUFL Membership: This year CP1 will be R . e
issuing permanent metal Membership Cards to all PUFI ‘

Members as 080 November2020. PUFL application are L S
processedy National using this link: - y
https://www.legion.org/join/pufl e
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Commande® Table

In 1940, a beautiful and uniquef@ot "Commanders' Tablelias presented to the Post and the
American Club, Shanghai by Post Commander Mark L. Moody. The picture shows Secretary
Chapin of the Club (left) and Adjutant Mortimer (right) in #heerican Legion Cornef the
American Club receiving the tabl&he talle was described as having been over two months in
the making and a beautiful specimen of the2 2 R ¢ 2 b&ftSTWé&Enter had a silver
presentation shield and in the outer circle were inlaid silver plates with both the names and
terms of office of alPast Post Commanders from 1920 to 1939 inclusidete: We can find no
record of what happened to the table.)

Accordingly, the Executive
Committee has voted to recreate

past commanders &m 1919¢
2019 In particular, sme of those
are:

1.Maj. Arthur Bassett who had

the vision and foresight to

recognize what the American

Legion could become. His singular
efforts resulted in the successful
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2. Frank Delacey bttimer who along with Mark Moody kept the Post alive while interred in
Pootung Civilian POW camp.
3. Mark Moodywho along with Frank Mortimer upon their release from the camp, started
providing immediate financial, food, clothing and housing assistancepatein the Shanghai
area.
4. | Kl NX Sa &/ whp huétured Bd PosS @né kept it going f8Y years
5. J.C. Bonavhose personal investment in the Post coupled with his salesmanship oversaw the
ANBFGSad YSYOSNEKALI AYONBIasS Ay GKS t2adQa KAa

Certainly,a most appropriate honor for these men of China Post 1.

Additionally g S KIF @S NRft SR 6101 GKS t2aild vyl REyik2teRmE wmBS
There are several reasons for the rollback:

1. C2NJ t 240G 0dza Ay S ahe Amddosdd [2gios Rost i, Sianghal, GHing thedGenerals
CNBRSNAO]l ¢26yaSyR 2FNR FYR /ftFANB [SS / KSyyld
t 2 awasentirely too long and cumbersome when trying to conduct business.
Ward and Chennault are historicaldarecognizable figures in China.
3. The addition of Lieutenant CASHI$&¢h, was met with some caution and trepidation with the
Government officials (both consulate and PRC) in China. His nhame is not immediately
recognizable and not easily researched andihdact slowed our progress in reacquiring access
to the old Post home.
4. LGQE NINB FT2NJ I t2ad G2 oS yFIYSR FFOUSNI I F2N¥YS
heroism.
5. There are many people who have contributed at least as much if not more than CAS. Fr
Mortimer comes immediately to mind
6. ! Y2NB | LIIINBLINAIFGS K2y2N) g2dzf R 0SS GKS AyOf dza A 2
Table¢
7. On July 24, 2020, the Executive Committee voted unanimously (Roger Gowen excused) to roll
back the name of the Postto DSy S NI f 2 | NRq/IKYyAR/ |/ K 2yaylil def €
8. We filed with the Secretary of State and changed the name on July 26, 2020
9. National and the Bpartment Approved the change on July 29, 2020

N

Work is nearing completion at the Ward memorial in Ningbo. We are still installing reflection benches in

the park area. In the benches will be the names of our Post Commanders who served prior to our exile.
OniKS Y2aid LINBYAYSylG o0SyOK gAftft 0SS /1 {1 Q& yIYSd hy
our exile.A most appropriatdonor.

In addition, w6 @A f f 0OtBe Atndiad QohsyilTHBeéneral, as well as other dignitaries, on
pilgrimage to the Waranemorialon Memorial Day 2021 for the grand reveal (conditions permitting).

NONE OF THIS WOULD HAVE BEEN POSSIBLE WITHOUT YOUR GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS TO TH
DRAGON AND PHOENIX FUND.



Recognition Awards

We are issuinghe followingrecognition awards téhose people that have contributed to the Dragon
Fund:

1. For $25.00 you will receiveDragon Fund patch.
2. For $50 you will receive a Certificate as well as a Dragon Fund patch
3. For a $100 contribution, you will receive the ¥08nniversary Plaque
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THE GENERALS YWARD & CHENMAULT & L7 HELSETH
AMERICAN LEGION CHINA POST 1 SHANGHA
CELEBRATING 100 YEARS
1919-2019
SOLDIERS OF FORTUNE - OPERATING X ENLE
SERIAL KUMBER 001

Other rews

| was in Alaska during the last two weeks of August and first week of September to finalize our
plans for the 2021 reunion in Seward Alaska.

| have just signed the contract to host our 2022 reunion in Ft. Walton Beach.

Air Americac recognition of their service the struggle continues

WASHINGTONUJ.S. Senator Bill Cassidy, M.DLA} delivered a speech on the floor of the U.S.
Senate yesterday to praise the bravery and service of greds of Air America, particularly
during the Vietnam War.

Cassidy urged his Senate colleagues to consider the stories of these courageous pilots and work
toward providing the recognition they deserve by granting veteran status and the associated
benefits.

"It's time for the U.S. government to set the record straight about Air America," said Dr.
Cassidy. "Their service is commended by all who served with them, especially by those service
members whose lives were saved by Air America. We owe them moreathabt of gratitude."

Air America veterans were involved in American military conflicts from the 1940s through the
Cold War. Its members lived by the motto "Anything, Anywhere, AnytiRrefessionally."

As the Vietnam War progressed throughout the 1986d 1970s, the U.S. government
increasingly relied upon Air America pilots to conduct seamtirescue missions of downed
military pilots often in intense warzones and without their own weapons.



The valiant risks they took to save American soldiers eatimexth the reputation of "the most
shot-at airline."

See below for Cassidy's full remarks as prepared for delivery:
Mr. President,

| rise today to highlight Air America and its role in military conflicts from the 1940s through the
Cold War. Air America, wth was previously known as Civil Air Transport, operated under a
shroud of mystery, intrigue andat times- purposeful deceit to allow the organization to
continue covert operations.

Its members lived the motto "Anything, Anywhere, Anytinterofessionlly," which garnered

respect as a cargo and charter airline during the Secret War in Laos in the 1960s and 1970s. As
the war progressed, the US government increasingly relied on Air America pilots to conduct
search and rescue missions of downed US milpdogs, often in heavy combat areas with no
weapons of their own. The daily risks they took to save others earned them the reputation as
"the most shot at airline.”

While speaking at an Air America plaque dedication in Dallas, President Ronald Redgan sai
"Although free people everywhere owe you more than we can hop e to repay, our greatest
debt is to your companions who gave their last full measure of devotion."”

While President Reagan recognized the contributions that these pilots made to the United
States, Air America has received mixed support throughout its history. The Department of
Defense and the CIA, among others, have argued that Air America pilots are not veterans,
saying their heroic rescues of American soldiers were not part of their costoaatithin the
scope of their mission.

These sentiments have kept Air America pilots from receiving veteran status and the benefits
that come with that status. This needs to change. Evidence in declassified materials show s
these pilots are deserving ofish recognition for their exploits abroad.

Who were these dedicated Americans serving in Air America? Most crews had military training.
Many bore the scars of fighting on the ground in Korea and Vietham. They were former POWs
and Special Forces. All oktin were tough as nalils.

They were also crop dusters and water bombers who fought forest fires. They were smoke
jumpers and flight mechanics. Thousands of personnel were indigenous people, both male and
female. Air America members came from all walksfeftb answer the call to serve.

Military aircraft were provided to employees to conduct combealiated activity in areas where
the US armed forces could not go, due to treaties. They served at considerable risk; numerous
employees died or were serioushjured.

However, their sacrifices were not given the same recognition as military members. Lowell
Pirkle was killed when an RPG hit his helicopter and it burned to the ground. Sadly, it took years



for his remains to be repatriated and sent to Honolulu.afh.owell's wife, Deborah, insisted
that he be buried in Arlington Cemetery she was informed that Lowell was ineligible because he

died not in the military, but as part of Air America. He would eventually be buried in Arlington
due to his previous militargervice- though the work in both engagements was essentially the
same.

Declassified documents show that the United States government owned Air America, and
therefore, its members should be treated as veterans for their service.

In August 1965, Secretaoy State Dean Rusk wrote, "Political factors require that Air America
helicopters continue to assume responsibility for seaada-rescue operations in Laos."

A year prior, Ambassador to Laos Leonard Unger said, "Seadatescue is a crucial factor in
maintaining the morale of pilots, and there is no prospect at this juncture of establishing
effective searckandrescue procedures without the use of both civilian Air America and U.S.
military personnel.”

The stories go on, but I'll add one more. CIA AssisBeneral Counsel James Harris wrote to
the Civil Service Commission, "In the case of Air America, it would be virtually impossible to
preserve the cover story had all the corporate employees been advised they were really
employees of the United Stateso@rnment.”

It's time for the US government to set the record straight about Air America. Their service is
commended by all who served with them, especially by those service members whose lives
were saved by Air America. We owe them more than a debt ditgde. | urge my colleagues

to consider the story of these brave pilots and work toward providing the recognition they
deserve as federal employees, including granting veteran status and the associated benefits
they earned.

9-11
ByLou Rothenstein

(Following) is an article on the World Trade Center tragedy of September 11, 2001 for those veterans
who may be interested.

As a former counselor working with active duty, retired ameterans before and after 9/11 to include
working with groups providing counsel to veterahgjas impressed by the numbers of those in uniform,
transitioning, and recovering who were influenced to join the military after 9AMhen asked, the
general rsponse was they thought it was their duty to servéhose who were seriously injured would
not have survived the battlefield in earlier conflictdedical aid was close and fadtledical

procedures and appliances were much improved.

What was lackig was support after service, during transition and rehabilitation. | think | have a good
grasp of those individuals and groups who helped and those who didTig. included time at
government jobs, contract and volunteer work. Also those groups spaomgsvounded Warriors for
some recreational time off from recovery and rehabilitation.



As a societyto include the military, the VA and communities in general, we were not well prepared to
care for those who were seriously injured during service &f&f. It was a shock to me that those
National Guard and Reservists were not fully covered in their medical treatment, family support or
benefits. It was difficult to help many disabled veterans find jobs after they were discharged and that
included mawy who applied for jobs with the VA, other government agencies, and commercial
entities. This is when the public stepped up to start their own programs to hire these veterBmsir
successes spurred the USG to do more.

| first noticed a change and ssthimprovement in veteran support after the Gulf Wabriving through
middle America, | noticed yellow ribbons on bridges over the highwiaysticed that retired business
and tradesmen volunteered to assist veterans improve their situatidimey héped many veterans
even back to Vietnam improve their situation in daily life.

Those who stepped up were ordinary citizens, businessmen, the clergy and older veterans who began
their own programs to assist this generation of 9/11 veterarisegislatos and government department
heads were shamed as employees within the government began telling the public the way it really
was. Many finally did what we pay them to do, enact legislation where neededould credit some

states that had active veteraservices that led the way to provide veteran assistance with programs
such as tuition free education at state colleges and job assistance that their own National Guard
veterans needed that pushed the federal government to take more action.

Some of thegood groups that have helped my clients and friends include those who worked hard in the

VA Vet Center program and mental health that were never staffed as well as they should have been and
toiled under poor management in many aregeveral non governnmtal groups helped my clients and

other veterans greatly.This included Soldier's Heart, Vets With a Mission, 46th Special Forces Company
Association, Outward Bound and those local Veteran Service Organizations such as the American Legion,
VFW, DAV, CWWVV, MOPH and their auxiliaries helped my clients, solicited funds, and even initiated
good local programsFisher House and Honor Flights are a good exan#dka those groups back in my
previous home in Nevada such as the Women Veterans and Patiéotl @tno started providing

services for unaccompanied deceased veterar@ther nonveteran groups such as the Elks, Rotary

Club, and others have egoing veteran programs.

I must also thank the Salvation Army in their efforts for some of my cliehéshad serious substance
abuse problemsThey provided shelter and treatment for those in great need and they always treated
them with respect. Another thanks to the Veteran Treatment Courts around the country that have
provided not only a way to a cleaacord, but the housing, benefit, and job assistance that volunteer
Mentors provide their clients along with some good guidaniéeve would have had them after

Vietnam, tens of thousands of veterans could have avoided incarceration.

One of the lessonkhave learned is that those veterans and supporters who are volunteering to help
individuals and groups experience perhaps the most important bentfitt of selthealing. They feel
better and improve physically and mentall.really works.

Thirgs are better now for our veterans of all erddiave to credit the era after 9/11 as being the
catalyst that improved veteran treatment, care and suppaktmost daily | am thanked for my servide.
usually wear a hat with my previous life in the taily on it so | am easy to spotrespond with a thank
you for your support to veterans.

Lou



Worl d Trade Center: How
Trued Became a Somber \Y;

By Katie McCarthy] September 11, 20Zyom Coffee or Die Magazine

The concept for the World Trade Centietes back o t he 1939 New York Worl dés
wasnodét until 19599 thatgmDawvd slomRoa k e foekafdllédbar r d Oi | 6 s
moved forward with the idea. Once Rockefeller got the Port Authority of New York on board, things

really started to take shape. The original idea for-at@fy tower with a few smaller surrounding

buildings was suddenly replaced by a goalumass the 1,25@ot-tall Empire State Building.

Beginning in March 1966, construction was finally complete on the north tbw@ne World Trade

Centerd in 1970, and the south tow&r Two World Trade Cented saw completion the following

year. They eacktood more than 1,360 feet tall. At the ribbon cutting for the Twin Towers in 1973, then

Gov. Nelson Rockefeller called it fAa dream come t

Just 30 years later, the towers would be destroyed. Ten years after that, a memorial would be unveiled on
the @ame plots of land.


https://coffeeordie.com/katie/
https://www.history.com/topics/landmarks/world-trade-center
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New York Harbor preSept. 11, 2001. Scanned from original 35mm negative, Adobe Stock photo.

The 1106story buildings were designed Minoru Yamasakione of the most prominent architects of the

20th century. According thlistory.com Al nst ead of t heandsteehlibx ti onal st a
construction of many New York skyscrapers, Yamasaki worked witbtgtal engineers to come up with

a revolutionary design: two hollow tubes, supported by closely spaced steel columns encased in

aluminum. Floor trusses connected this exterior steel lattice to the central steel core of the building. In this
way, t e d&dhlei il ding would be strong enough that
hold it together. o

One of the criticisms of the structures at the time, both due to their construction and their height, was that
a commercial airliner, lost in fog, ntigaccidentally fly into them.

Over the years, the Twin Towers drew attention for their prominence in the New York City skyline, as
well as being a source of entertainment and stunts. In 1974, French performance artist Philippe Petit
strung a tightrope beten the towers and walked across itl,350 feet in the air. In 1976, the Windows

on the World restaurant opened. And in 1977, George Willig used handmade climbing devices to scale
the south tower.


https://www.architectural-review.com/essays/reputations/minoru-yamasaki-1912-1986
http://history.com/

Photo courtesy of the 9/11 Memorial.

According to the A1 Memorial & Museunwebsite the nearly 10 million square feet of commercial

office space serviced 35,000 people and 430 companies; each day, theydatgad{e70,000 tourists
and commuters.

Then, on Sept. 11, 2001, four commercial airplanes were highjacked by terrorists. One of the planes
crashed in Pennsylvania, another into the Pentagon in Washington, and the other two struck the Twin
Towers. Nearly 00 people died, and the attack launched what has been a neadgdade Global

War on Terror.

The towers that had taken years to conceive of, fund, and build fell in a matter of hours.

Less than two years later, a competition was held to design angartmaemorial. Out of more than

5,200 submissions, a design called AReflecting Ab
landscape architect Peter Walker was chosen. Bringing the memorial to life was a feat agigliéabas

greaterd than eredhg the original towers themselves.


https://www.911memorial.org/learn/resources/world-trade-center-history

An aerial view of 911 Memorial in New York on June 11, 2015. Photo by Jin Lee, courtesy of the 9/11
Memorial.

The centerpiece of the memorial is two large pools set in the footprints of the former towers.

iThe t eravabauts212veet across, and the reflecting pools that you see on the site today are 176

feet across from waterfall to wat er f aRelisjodist Ar and t
Historoypodcast . fAThat wafoawideadter tabieshat brings that dut forther @ Hh96 8
[feet], if 1 &m not mistaken. And then surrounding
area where you can walk around the pools, and that area is ringed by trees. And so that first rqw of trees
it surrounds each pool, is precisely 212 feet acr
AiwWwhat | wanted i s to co warysharly, withoptembelliskemedthav c¢c o me he

| arge these towers were
pool . 0

, 0 Arand continued. AAnd t



