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CP1ôs Reunion previously scheduled to coincide with the Chennault Museum Gala has been 

Canceled.  Contact the Adjutant to apply your payment to the 2021 Reunion. 

 

Generals Ward & Chennault China Post 1® Poop Sheet 
Commanderôs Corner 

By  Scott Riebel, Commander 

Comrades, 

It is with some sadness and anticipation that I must announce 

that Hal Hunt, our intrepid Poop Sheet editor, will be stepping 

down from his responsibilities and that this is his last Poop 

Sheet as our Editor.  

Over the last several years, Hal has led a staff consisting of Gary 

Howe, Toni Carpenter and several others, orchestrating the 

revival of the Poop Sheet, and overseeing its transformation into 

a world class operation. I do not have the words to express how 

grateful I am to Hal for his efforts over the years, and on behalf 

of China Post 1, I wish you well and continued success in your 

future endeavors. 

We are fortunate that Gary Howe has agreed to step up and take 

over the reins as the Poop Sheet czar, and Toni has agreed to 

continue as well. Thank you, Gary, and Toni, I look forward to 

great things from you. 
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I hope I hope everyone is doing well and staying healthy. We are doing everything that we can, within reason, 

to continue to provide support to those on the frontline of this pandemic. To date, we have provided well over 

$50,000 worth of PPE to our first responders across the country, at a fraction of the cost that they could have 

sourced locally. 

I want to thank all our members who have stepped up and answered the call, 

in support of this effort. Of note, is the efforts of the NOVA MEMDIV 

(Northern Virginia Memorial Division) who have donated more than $7,000 

for PPE for area hospitals and first responders. 

Pictured to the right is Larry Akins, Houston Memorial Division donating 

masks to Houston First Responders. 

Here is a partial list of items that CP1 has provided: 

Surgical Gowns          50                                 $14.00 ea         $700 

KN95 Masks              12,000  $3.15 ea           $37,800 

Nitril Gloves              10,000   $0.21 ea           $2,100 

Face Shields               1000      $5.99 ea           $5,999 

Hand Sanitizer           10 gallons $79.36/gal       $793.60 

 

None of this would have been possible without the generous donations to the Dragon and Phoenix Funds from 

our members. Nor would it have been possible without the efforts of the contacts that we have developed and 

nurtured in the PRC. CP1ôs ability to circumvent the standard supply chain politics has allowed us to support 

our communities for a fraction of the costs that they would have incurred.  All the personal protection 

equipment was provided to our frontline responders at no cost to them. Thanks again to all of those who 

donated to our program. 

As you all know, the political and environmental climate has changed 

significantly over the last several months. Accordingly, our progress in 

China has temporarily slowed. The work on the Ward Memorial in Ningbo 

is continuing at a fast pace. The grounds have been cleared, and the staircase 

to the top of the memorial has been repaired/replaced. Mr. Kang, our 

resident caretaker, has been doing an outstanding job for China Post 1. 

The replica of the Ward headstone is nearly complete and will be ready for 

placement at a dedication ceremony when we return in September. The U.S. 

Consul General and his FSO in Shanghai are looking forward with some 

anticipation to attending this dedication ceremony. I am grateful to the FSO 

Chris Allison, who has been instrumental in moving this project forward and 

keeping it on track with the local and state government. 
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Nell Calloway, General Chennaultôs granddaughter, will be attending the dedication at 

the old Post Home in Shanghai. Her attendance and participation in this dedication has 

raised the profile and stature of the Post within the PRC.  

China Post has been actively supporting the Chennault Museum over the last several 

years. This April we received a thank you for our donation to help with the recovery 

from the tornado that hit the property: 

ñWe received the $1000 donation from China Post 1 today and I must say itôs greatly 

needed and appreciated.ò 

Nell Chennault Calloway 

President/CEO 

Chennault Aviation & Military Museum  

701 Kansas Lane, Monroe, LA 71203 

318.362.5540 (Office) 318.362.5545 (Fax) 

www.chennaultmuseum.org/ 

 

Our letter head is unique.  Members from all points of the 

compass are found on it and every once in a while, I receive a reminder as to 

who they are.  These arrived a few days ago: 

 

From: JD Keller: A completely wonderful surprise from China Post 1, American 

Legion  Commander Scott Riebel .  A beautiful mounted plaque honoring me with 

Vice Commander appointment.    Although Im unable to be active as I used to, 

even knocked down  and sick my heart has plenty of beats for CP1 and my 

comrades in exile.  é  SEMPER FI!  

 

Mark E Ruwe: Wanted to let you know that I received my China Post No. 1 Vice Commander certificate 

recently.  Really appreciated it.  I would like to thank you and all of the other officers (past and present) for all 

the work you have done to keep the post alive. 

You are probably wondering who this Mark E Ruwe is that appears on the post stationary so I will try to give 

you a some  information on my ties to the post.  In November 1974 I started working for Bell Helicopter Intôl 

(BHI) in Tehran, Iran.  Talk about Culture Shock, after I adjusted really enjoyed my time there.  In late June 

1975 JC Bond joined BHI (after his Air America days and a short stint working in Alaska supporting the Alaska 

Pipeline) and Janet joined him shortly.  

http://www.chennaultmuseum.org/
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Soon JC started the Tehran Memorial Division, think it was in the Fall of 1975.  One of JCôs co-workers in the 

Transportation Dept (Jim Peterson) was instrumental in me joining China Post No. 1.  I qualified due to being in 

the U.S. Navy during the Viet Nam era but never left CONUS.  The Tehran Memorial Division had most of our 

meetings at the NCO Club located on a U.S. Military installation called the Gulf District.   I was just a member 

(never an officer) and but got to know JC and Janet.  Later, when the Transportation Dept was transitioned to 

Iranians JC joined my department at BHI.  The best thing for me was meeting an Iran Air flight attendant from 

Ireland named Geraldine.  I went to Iran on a two year contract and was into my third one year extension when 

the Islamic Revolution took place and we were both evacuated via State Department charter, Freedom Flight 

VII on February 21, 1979.  I think JC left Bell and worked for Johnson Controls for a very brief time before all 

the Americans had to leave. 

Geraldine and I were married in Douglas, County Cork, Ireland on June 19, 1979 and in late July I started 

working for Boeing in Wichita, Kansas.   In the Fall of 1979 JC and Janet joined the Arabian American Oil 

Company (ARAMCO) in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia and I was so envious.  Both Geraldine and I wanted to get 

back to the Middle East, esp. with ARAMCO but I wasnôt having any luck.  It just so happened Janet Bond got 

a job in the Employment Dept.  I sent her a copy of my application and she unofficially circulated it.  Long 

story short, I was hired by ARAMCO in June 1980.   In the Fall of 1980 John and Lorrie Landers joined 

ARAMCO.  I think John was an officer in the Tehran Memorial Division, maybe even Commander.  JC was 

getting the Dhahran Memorial Division off the ground.  We met mainly at private homes on the ARAMCO 

compound; occasionally on the Northrup compound and the Marine House at the Dhahran consulate.  We used 

to fly to Bahrain (before the causeway was completed) to celebrate the Chinese New Year.  Our membership 

year went from September to June,  if  memory serves me.   Think I was  Adjutant two terms 82-83 and 83 ï 

84.  See Poop Sheet -181, January 1983, Item 81.  Think I was mentioned in other Poop Sheets but donôt have 

access to them.  Then was Commander of Dhahran Memorial Division 84 ï 85.  Due to a down turn in the oil 

industry we left Saudi Arabia in July 1985 but before we left JC made me a Post Vice Commander.  I asked him 

why and he said because he could.  On a side note, JC drove us to the airport on our final flight out of Saudi 

Arabiaé. I rejoined Boeing in the Seattle area in April 1986 and stayed until retiring in August 2012.   Did go 

to a picnic at John Greenwayôs on Bainbridge Island in the summer of 1986 or 1987.  CASH and Emmy were in 

the area and were going to go to the picnic but his health kept him confined to his motel room.  I stopped by and 

met him for the first and last time.  From April 1990 to September 1991 had an 18 month assignment in Paris on 

the French AWACS Program.  Was able to make the 1994 Reunion which was in the Seattle area and remember 

eating dinner with Abe Goldfarb and his wife.  JC was still in Saudi but Janet represented him.  Last time I saw 

JC and Janet was at the one and only BHI Reunion in 1999, twenty years after the evacuation from Iran. 

Most of the post members I knew from my years overseas have joined Post Everlasting.  Too many to 

mention.  I still enjoy getting the electronic Poop Sheets.  Plan on keeping my membership active until I join 

Post Everlasting. 

Thanks again for all your work keeping China Post No. 1 alive. 

Regards, 

Mark E. Ruwe - Retired 
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And finally, I encourage you to read Dan Kaszeta article about the Corona Virus titled ñNo, the coronavirus is 

not a biological weapon,ò which was published in the Washington Post on April 27, 2020. 

Dan Kaszeta is a London-based specialist in chemical and biological defense, with a 30-year career spanning 

service in the U.S. Army, the Pentagon, the White House, the U.S. Secret Service and a 20-year member of 

China Post 1. 

From the Adjutant  

By Joe Gentile, China Post 1 Adjutant 

Member Year 2021 has Arrived. 

 
July 1st marks the beginning of our new member year.  Regular members can renew online on the CP1 website 

here: https://chinapost1.org/product/membership-dues/. This year we will be mailing 2021 membership cards 

in blocks to reduce postage costs. PUFL and Regular membership cards will be mailed beginning 24 July and 

continue every two weeks. Donations to the Dragon Fund and Phoenix Fund may also be made while renewing: 

 
 
 
 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2020/04/26/no-coronavirus-is-not-biological-weapon/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2020/04/26/no-coronavirus-is-not-biological-weapon/
https://chinapost1.org/product/membership-dues/
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This year, during our 100th anniversary, China Post 1 will be issuing 
permanent (metal) ñPUFLò cards.  One side will include the American 
Legion Logo and the term ñPUFLò 
 
Name, Member Number Post Name and Number, The American Legion Logo as well as the ñMember 
Sinceò Date  On the obverse side we will engrave the Standing Dragon a China Post 1 registered 
logo 100th Anniversary PUFL member 
 
Each membership card will be black with silver engraving. The cards will be provided at no cost to our 
current PUFL members. If you are interested in becoming a member, you may do so before 
November 1, 2020.  Each new PUFL member will receive an autographed copy of the History of 
China Post 1 along with your membership card.  Paid Up For Life fees: 
 
 
 

 

Dragon Fund Donors 

Dragon Fund ï Established in October 1958, the Dragon 

Fund is used to help defray operations costs for the Post. 

Over the years, members have generously donated; without 

this help we could not continue to grow the organization 

into what it has become. Future Post operations will rely 

heavily on the generosity of the Post membership in order 

to continue its mission, which will include a long-term 

sustainable presence in China through the maintenance of 

Wardôs Monument, the Operation of the Old Post home in 

Shanghai and modest scholarships to the Heavenly 

Kingdom Museum in Nanjing. 

 

The following individuals have donated to the Dragon Fund: 

Edward Robbeloth William Bukovec Dave Parks Thomas Worley 

Gary Scher Chad Swedberg Dewayne Hervey Walter (Ed) Garrard 

Patrick OôFlaherty Joseph Morgan Frederick Gerkins Michael Wagers 
Carlos Ramerez Fred Gerkens Ronald Butts Larry Ardison 

Kenneth Keller John Tonetti Ron Zais Rodney Azama 

Alan Johnston Bennett Hart Scott Hilton Chad Swedberg 
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Richard Pillsbury Kenneth L Marsch Jr Stella Malone Lex Rathbun 

Operation Phoenix: 

 
As the name suggests, we are resurrecting the Postôs presence in China from the proverbial ashes. All funds collected 

for the Phoenix Fund will go directly toward funding the work around Wardôs Tomb and the old Post Home. 

Member contributions to support the Phoenix Fund and our continuing efforts has resulted in the following 

communique from the US Consulate in Shanghai: 

 

ñI should start by letting you know that I have been telling the story both of China Post One 

and of Gen. Ward to lots of folks here. There has been a lot of interest in both. You guys are 

an important link to the long history of the American community in Shanghai. Iôm glad that 

we have reestablished contact with this chapter of our past. é I would be delighted to meet 

with you and would be interested in possibly visiting the Ward monument. On a related note, I 

have flagged the Ward monument as a good place for the Consul General to visit the next time 

he is in Ningbo.  éó 

Operation Phoenix Plaques are centered on an enamel Dragon. Reserve yours for delivery in October (logistics 

issues have delayed shipment). Many thanks to members who have continued to support this project in the 

midst of this delivery delay. Click here to reserve yours: https://chinapost1.org/donations/phoenix-fund/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://chinapost1.org/donations/phoenix-fund/
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Emblem Sales: 
 
CP1 Survival Kits are now shippingé 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



China Post 1 Poop Sheet ï Summer 2020 Page 9 

Copyright © 2019, 2020 by American Legion China Post 1
®

. All rights reserved. NAMES AND INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE POOP SHEETS ARE 

STRICTLY FOR THE USE OF MEMBERS ONLY. ANY OTHER USE, SOLICITATION, COMMERCIAL OR OTHERWISE, OR COPYING OR REPRODUCING 
BY ANY MEANS IS PROHIBITED WITHOUT PRIOR WRITTEN APPROVAL OF THE COMMANDER. 

  

 

Zippo Lives!  And will be available in September as part of a Meeting Kit that includes 2 each: Whiskey Glass, 

Bottle Opener, Cigar Cutter, Zippo Lighter, Wine Bottle Stopper, Stainless Steel Ice Cube and a few other good 

things. 

 
 

 

 

Anniversary Plaques are still available but going fast! Click Here: 

https://chinapost1.org/product/100th-anniversary-plaque-numbered-edition/ 

 

Ken Marsh:  I think it is of exceptional quality and looks great! 

 

Alan Johnson: Thanks for the plaques, I received them yesterday and they 

look really good.  Nice job. 

 

Jim Barfield:  The China Post 100-year plaque is of over the top quality and 

Iôm very happy to have serial number 017. 

 

Serial number 100 of our 100th Anniversary plaque will be auctioned off! 

 
 
 

 

https://chinapost1.org/product/100th-anniversary-plaque-numbered-edition/
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Renewals Overdue List 

 
CP1 is an organization that accepts new members by invitation of a current member. When a membership 

expires for nonpayment of dues, National will drop the individual after only a couple years of non-payment. If 

you are in contact with a former member, let them know they can reinstate at this link. 

https://chinapost1.org/product/membership-dues/. At the time of editing, the following members are being 

dropped by National: 
 

Akana Jr Robert K  Donaldson Dennis D  Lenhart Wayne  Richardson Brian D  

Alger Thomas B  Ebright Gordon L  Libby Jr Seth B  Rinehart Ronnie O  

Allen Ernest H  Edwards Patrick W  Litvan Ronald C  Roach James S  

Andersen John J Emmett Robert  Long William R Robertson William J  

Anderson Matthew T  Engberg Kenneth V  Loyd Donald R Rodehaver Charles G  

Andrews Rodman R  Evans Reginald E  Magee Clark S  Rodier Iii William I  

Arnold Charles L  Farina Christopher J  Manke Thomas D  Rodriguez Bruno  

Arnold George C  Fletcher Alexander J  Manzano Roger M  Romero Johnathan  

Barras Justin  Flock Ira L  Marsh Jessica A  Roosevelt Adam  

Barrientos Alvaro M Franklin Larry C  Martin Michael T  Rothenstein Betty  

Barthelmoore Patricia A  Frion Jeremy R  Mata Juan M  Roush Jan S  

Baucum Justin T  Furman Stephen T  Mcdermott Dick N  Ryan Arthur D  

Bauer Marvin L  Gaffney Dennis  Mcentee Jerome A  Rymer Jr George W 

Beaudoin Slade H  Garcia Miguel  Mcfadden Lynn M  Sack Stephen L  

Bennett Dale R  Goodman David L  Mcgaughey Douglas M  Sandquist Sandy  

Bennett Donald F  Gorman David C  Mcgurk Stewart A  Sevinski Kenneth M  

https://chinapost1.org/product/membership-dues/
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Bischoff Francis C  Gower Michael A  Mckan James  Sheehan Patrick J  

Boggs John A  Grant Don I  Mckinon Jason  Shipman Donald G  

Bramlett John P  Grant Ronald B  Mcneill Bryan K Short William C  

Brenner Robert H  Grier John M  Mcvey Jr Harold D  Sibick Keith Michael  

Bridges Garrett I  Grimm Derek A  Milam Jerry W  Sizer Shawn A  

Bright Harry J  Hanley Joseph F  Millett Jr Lewis L  Sloan Kenneth L  

Brown Jay A  Harris Albert L  Moeykens Justin M  Slott Richard J  

Brown Michael E  Harvey Leon A  Moraski Sr Thomas J  Smith Roger E  

Buechner Stephen M  Hayes Jr Donald R Morgan Russell J Smithson R C  

Burmeister Michael R  Heaton Randall  Mueller William G Sofranko Ryan R  

Burnett Michael R  Henley Clarence L  Mulholland Gregory Stanford Helen M  

Bush Wendell N  Hill Richard T  Mulqueen Joseph P  Stangle Robert J 

Caraway Jeremy M  Hines Charles W  Murray Ii Hugh E  Stanton James E  

Carroll George W  Hively Aaron E  Murray Jr George W  Stewart Benjamin 

Carter Paul T  Hix Billy  Nieto Manuel  Stoddard Bruce R  

Catlin Gary L  Hoffmann William C  North William C  Stoddard Micah J  

Chan Henry  Honadle Norman W  Oconnell Kenneth C  Stubbs Arthur J  

Ches Richard R Horton Edward E  Ogles Jerry L  Swepston Thomas 

Choiniere James H  Hrezo Joseph M  O'neill Jeffrey M  Tavernaro Jeffrey 

Christine S Beck Hunnicutt Jr Charles Orrock Kenneth E  Taylor Kevin R  

Claytor Sr Thomas R  Inabinet Edward O Palmero George D  Taylor Martin A  

Compton Jeffrey W  Irgens Bruce C Pence Lawrence E  Tays Jr Joseph W  

Conway Richard W  Isaac Michael Phillips James M  Thompson Charles E  

Crane Victor C  Jaczinski James O  Pierce Michael G  Toman Joe J  

Crimm Steve  Jennings Gordon S  Pierce William L  Tribble James W  

Cromer Gerry A Jennings Jr Cleveland  Platt Iii John C  Van Zelfden Eugene A  

Crowder Scott A  Johnson Jr Luther B  Pope Reinald L  Volk Robert G 

Crowley Rev James A  Jones Lee Jon  Powell Ronald B  Wallace Robert W  

Culwell Curtis A  Jordan Samuel T  Puppo Alfred G  Wang Col Joseph  

Daley Jr Edmund K  Kelling Brian M  Pusztai Ben  Weaver Jr William F  

Davis C Wayne  Kilgore Ernest C  Ranallo Walter L  Wessels Russell L  

Deberry Keith D  King Clyde L  Randall Charles M  White Darrell F  

Debruin Jerry  Kothe Thomas G  Rauh Michael L  Whiteside John F 

Decker Aubrey D  Lagrew John H  Rayome Anthony J  Wieck Nathaniel Y  

Delavan John C  Lamb Dennis W Reincke Michael J  Winkle Capt Gerald L  

Deneef Christopher J  Lee Bryan  Remetes Thomas C  Wisher Mark R  
   

Wyman Jr Howard S  
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The History of China Post 1 

By Lewis L. Barger, III, China Post 1 Historian 

Lieutenant General Claire Lee Chennault ï A brief biography of one of our postôs namesakes 

Claire Chennault was born in 

Commerce, Texas, a town of about 800 

people northeast of Dallas. Within a few 

years his family had moved to 

northeastern Louisiana where 

Chennault spent his childhood years.  He 

attended Louisiana State University and 

Louisiana State Normal College before 

joining the Army in 1917.  Chennault 

served most of the war in the Signal 

Corpsô Aviation section at Langley 

Field, Va. After the war he earned his 

wings at Kelly Field in San Antonio 

before serving in a variety of 

assignments over the following decade, 

including commanding the 19th Pursuit 

Squadron in Hawaii, before being 

promoted to captain and made the 

Director of Flying at Brooks Field in San 

Antonio. In 1936 Chennault was 

promoted to major while assigned at 

Maxwell Field in Montgomery, 

Alabama as Chief of Pursuit Training, but 

disagreements with his superiors over the 

doctrinal use of fighter planes, and a job 

offer from Generalissimo Chang Kai-

Shek were sufficient to induce 

Chennault to resign his commission and 

head to China less than two months 

before the second Sino-Japanese War 

began. 
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Chang Kai-Shek hired Chennault for three months at $1,000 per month to conduct an independent review of the 

Chinese Air Force, but when the Japanese invaded, Chennault became Chang Kai-Shekôs principal air advisor, 

trainer of Chinese pilots, and organizer of a squadron of international volunteers-for-hire. Chang Kai-Shek 

spoke no English, and Chennault no Chinese, so all translation was handled by Soong Mei-ling, ñMadame 

Chang,ò who effectively was Chennaultôs boss within the Chinese government. Despite Chennaultôs best 

efforts, by late 1939 the Chinese Air Force had all but collapsed and Chang Kai-Shek dispatched Chennault 

along with Chinese officials on a series of visits to the United States to request fighter planes, repair parts, and 

other support to enable China to rebuild its air arm. In December 1940, the United States agreed to ship 100 P-

40C Tomahawks to Burma for Chinese use, and Chennault went out and recruited about 300 pilots and support 

personnel for service in what would be titled the First American Volunteer Group of the Republic of China Air 

Force, but would be better known as the Flying Tigers. 

Planes and personnel arrived in the summer of 1941, and the Flying Tigers saw their first combat 12 days after 

the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor. Over the following six months, employing innovative tactics developed by 

Chennault, the Flying Tigers defended the Burma Road, provided air cover for Chinese forces, and dueled with 

an experienced and persistent Japanese Air Force. Constant combat against superior numbers and an inability to 

maintain a consistent supply of replacement personnel and repair parts ground down the Flying Tigers, but by 

the time the American Volunteer Group was absorbed by the 23d Fighter Group in July 1942, the Flying Tigers 

had destroyed nearly 300 Japanese aircraft, 229 in aerial combat. Chennault was returned to active duty as a 

colonel, promoted to brigadier general a week later, and placed in command of the China Air Task Force. In 

March 1943, he was promoted to Major General and placed in command of the newly created 14th Air Force, 

remaining in command until June 1945 when he was replaced and returned to the United States.   

He did not stay there long. In 1946, after retiring from the Army, Chennault returned to China, purchased 

several surplus military cargo planes, and with Whiting Willauer, started Civil Air Transport to support the 

Nationalist Chinese during the Chinese Civil War. After the Chinese Nationalists withdrew to Taiwan in 1949, 

Civil Air Transport began providing support to other movements in the region. Chennault stayed on as president 

of the airline until 1950 when he turned the companyôs operations over to Willauer. Willauer, in turn, sold Civil 

Air Transport to a shell company owned by the Central Intelligence Agency, and the company eventually 

became Air America, overtly flying passenger flights throughout the region. 

It was during this period that Chennault oversaw the reactivation of China Post and subsequent movement of 

the post into exile. When the post reactivated in September 1945, Chennault became Chairman of the Executive 

Committee. Upon his return to China, he often hosted events at the postôs home at the American Club in 

Shanghai. Generalissimo and Madame Chang Kai-Shek were frequent attendees. As the situation in China 

deteriorated and it became apparent that the Nationalists would lose the Chinese Civil War, General Chennault 

ordered the postôs records shipped to National Headquarters in Indianapolis, and on 22 November 1948, the 

post departed its home in Shanghai. Nine months later 3 August 1949, the Post met for the final time in 

Kowloon, China. Chennaultôs last acts as Post Commander were to establish guidelines for keeping the Post 

alive in exile until such time as it could be returned to its home in Shanghai, and to appoint C.A.S. ñCashò 

Helseth as his Post Commander, Adjutant, and Historian, charged with doing whatever was necessary to prevent 

the post from dying. 
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After Chennault returned to the United States, he was an ardent opponent of communism, and called for 

Congressô support for foreign organizations, particularly in east Asia. He also joined with other former military 

officers to call for changes in American foreign policy execution. In late 1957 he was given a terminal diagnosis 

of lung cancer at Walter Reed Army Medical Center. On 18 July 1958, the Air Force promoted him to 

Lieutenant General, United States Air Force, Retired. 9 days later he died in New Orleans at the age of 64. 

Chennault is buried in Arlington Cemetery in Section 2. 

 

China Post 1 Sons of The American Legion (SAL) Squadron 

By Leroy Cockrell, Squadron Commander 

 
Happy July 4th and God Bless the USA! How lucky and blessed we are to live in the United 
States of America, where even on a bad day, it beats the hell out of anywhere else in the world 
that I have ever been! For me, that is pretty much anywhere thereôs Oil and for you, I can only 
imagine! I have told folks for years that the best day of any trip or tour overseas is the day that 
you head home! It is the truth, and I am sure many of you have had that same thought! 
 
This first of July is the start of the American Legionôs 2021 membership year. SAL 

memberships for 2021 are now due and a letter will be in either your ñinboxò or mailbox in the next week or so. 
I will be letting the multi-year members know if they are paid through the 2021 membership year, or need to 
antiup again to a single- or 3-year membership. Dues are $35/year or $100/3years. There is no PUFL for SAL 
yet, but we are pushing every year at National for that program to be made available to SAL members. Please 
watch for your letter! 
 
I trust everyone is surviving the COVID 19 virus and hopefully finding some time for some things that have 
been in our Round Tuit box for way too long. Honey-dos abound at my place, so staying busy is not a problem.  
China Post 1 activities have been varied, with the most impactful being the cancellation of our Reunion in Fort 
Walton Beach in September. This was a big disappointment to most of us, as was the cancellation of the 
National American Legion convention in Louisville, KY. Next year, the National will be held in Phoenix, AZ, 
and Iôm sure will be well attended, especially by the folks in the western US. Why donôt you try to let that be 
your first time if you have never been to one before. It is a great place to really get to know all about the 
American Legion and the Sons of the American Legion who has their own meetings while the Legion and AL 
Auxiliary has theirs. 
 
I am going to keep it short this time to allow print space from one of our own SAL members who recently 
deployed for a tour of duty with the Army Corps of Engineers in Iraq. It is a terrific story of his experience 
while working at Camp Taji and assigned to the TFE unit there! Our hats are off to Mikko Kuch and his service 
to the ACE in Iraqôs war-torn area. Please enjoy his article in the Quarterly Feature! 
 
And, thanks to Mikko and all our SAL members for being a member of this very worthwhile Veterans 
Organization Family! 
 
TAPS: None reported during the Spring Quarter. 
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China Post 1 Auxiliary  

By Linda Cockrell, Auxiliary President 

 

 

Due to the threat of Covid-19, many of us have been in our homes for a l-o-n-g time. 

Therefore, news from the Auxiliary is exceptionally light. 

 

This is a reminder that 2021 dues will need to be paid beginning July 1, 2020. The CP1 

Auxiliary has 48 members, and all but 4 have paid 2020 dues. Good job Ladies!! 

 

My husband and I live in Ruidoso NM, and Covid has not been a problem here at all.  We have had 2 cases 

since April, and they were visitors who did not require hospitalization. They were quarantined here and when 

they recovered, were sent home. 

 

Leroy and I had extreme cabin fever, so we left here on May 20th to take a two-week motorcycle trip through 

Arizona, Utah, and Colorado. We were at the south rim of the Grand Canyon on the 22nd, and we had the park 

to ourselves. Not many people around at all! However, 2 days later, we rode through Zion National Park, and it 

was crowded with people and their boats, side by side, and RVs. It was Memorial Day Weekend and people 

were ready to get out of their homes! Zion is now one of my favorite National Parks, though. We rode along the 

river through red rock canyons with the walls going straight up. Unbelievably beautiful!  It reminds us that we 

live in an amazing country, which is worth fighting for. 

 

If you have been required to work outside your home to make things better for others during these trying times, 

we applaud you and send our heartfelt gratitude. 

 

Not sure when this Poop Sheet will get published, but the Auxiliary hope everyone a very safe and fun 4th of 

July! 
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40 & 8 Voiture 1496 

By Janie Miller, Chef de Gare, Grande du France 

Recipients of the Grande du France/Voiture 1496 Nursing Scholarships 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Photo on Left) Ms. Keri Weismann attends Palomar College near San Diego, CA.  The check is presented 

 by Dr. Michael LaMar who is a member of both Voiture 1496 and China Post 1, AL 

 

(Photo on Right) Ms. Nicole Johnston attends Umpqua Community College in Roseburg, OR. She is the 

daughter of (CPT) Alan and Cheryl Johnston of Windsor, ME who is also a member of both Voiture 1496 and 

China Post 1, AL 

______________________________________________________ 

To All Friendly Voyageurs, 

We just received the new membership cards and are getting ready to mail them. 

If you are NOT a Life Member (you know who you are) and NOT one of the brand-new 

Voyageurs and NOT those few who have recently mailed checks in the last few weeks: 

Please send your renewal since we will not send out 2021 cards without receiving your renewal.  

This year dues are $30 and $30 pins: So please send $60 to: 

Jerry Miller 

PO Box 13191 

Casa Grande, AZ  85130 

Thanks for helping to make this smooth and efficient! 
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Dragon Riders 

By Al ñTailgunnerò Salas, Director, CP1, Dragon Riders 

Hello Dragon Riders, 
 
4ÈÉÓ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ Á ȰÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔȱ ÙÅÁÒȟ ÔÏ ÓÁÙ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÁÓÔȢ ) ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÅÎÊÏÙ ÓÅÅÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÄÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÇÕÙÓ ÐÏÓÔ ÏÎ 
ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÍÅÄÉÁȢ )ÔȭÓ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÙÏÕ ÁÌÌ ÅÎÊÏÙÉÎÇ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ representing China Post 1 and the 
Dragon Riders. We are all living and going through some strange times in our country. Stay strong in your 
faith and strong in your love for our great country. 
 
The Dragon Riders raised $1,150.00 in annual dues this year, and an additional $819.99 for the Legacy 
fund. 
Thank you all for your generous donations above your annual dues.  Keep up the good work, and Keep 
the Shiny Side Up 
 

Quarterly Feature 

By Mikko H. Kuch, P.E. 

"The Fires of Babylon"  
 
Soldiers are not the only ones who go to war. Army Civilians often deploy alongside, and from February 2019 
to April 2020, I was one of them. 
 
I work as a civil engineer for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE). Made up of some 37,000 civilians 
and uniformed personnel, USACE has been building for America since the birth of the Continental Army in 
1775. Therefore, in December 2018, I was offered the chance to work in Iraq. I accepted and was assigned to 
Task Force Essayons (TFE), an engineering unit based at Camp Taji, 15 miles to the North of Baghdad. My task 
was to work on airfields, buildings, barricades, roads, and other important assets needed in the War on Terror. 
It was an incredible experience, and not only for work. As a history buff, it was fascinating to see what is often 
called the birthplace of civilization. The Ziggurat of Dur-Kurigalzu near Baghdad was a common sight from the 
air. And at the edge of Al Asad Air Base there is an oasis where Abraham and his family camped in the Old 
Testament. 
 
But as one should expect in Iraq, danger can surface at any time. On Classified  I got a taste of the flames of 

war. It was dusk and I was talking with Cpt. Joseph Klatt, a West Point civil engineer serving as Detachment 
Commander. 
 
Without warning, a faint, eerie howl flew overhead, and a boom thundered nearby. Then another; a much louder 
blast causing the ground to shake. Cpt. Klattôs face went grave, ñThat one was close.ò  I ran after him to the 
bunker! 
 
Miles away, a barrage of 107mm Katyushka rockets had fired from a launcher hidden in the rear of a cargo 
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truck. It was the dirty work of the Iranian-Backed Kata'ib Hezbollah based in Babylon. Sirens wailed. The big 
voice alerted ñIncoming! Incoming! Incoming!ò 
 
Another blast caused us to cover our heads and dive into the gravel to escape flying shrapnel. For a moment, I 
had frozen; like a deer caught in the headlights. But the captain shouted, ñTo the bunker! We canôt stay here!ò 
and my legs responded. We both made it unscathed. Others were not so lucky. 
 
One of our engineers was struck in the leg by a freak shard of shrapnel. He would recover and return to duty 
within weeks. But another, a Soldier only fifty feet from where we had been sitting, had been caught in the 
blast. Cpt. Klatt had seen this and braved the rocket attack to get him to the safety of a nearby bunker. Sadly, the 
Soldier and two other Troops would make the ultimate sacrifice that day. 
 
Still fresh in my mind is the sweet roar of coalition jets overhead; on guard to resist further attacks. They were 
successful and no more lives were lost at Camp Taji. Over the following days, a series of raids by our troops 
succeeded in recovering the enemy's hidden supply of rockets. Never again would they be used against us. 
 

Though a grim experience, it was a great 

reminder of the evil we face in the Middle 

East. The silver lining for me, however, 

was being able to firsthand witness the 

bravery and selfless nature of our warriors 

in the face of danger. And that is why I 

say as an Army Civilian, it is an honor to 

work alongside them. 

 

Sincerely, 
 
Mikko H. Kuch, P.E. 
U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers 
Sacramento, California 
 

Memorial Division News 

Northern Virginia  Memorial Division 

By Bennett Hart 

FLASH TRAFFIC  

SENT: Friday, April 10, 2020 

FROM: Northern Virginia Memorial Division, CP1 

TO: Companions-in-Arms, Silent Warriors and Friends 
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SUBJECT: CP1 MOBILIZES AGAINST COVID-19 

¶ ñChina Post 1 donates 1,500 N95 masks and 10,000 latex gloves to local first responders and hospitals. 

¶ Thanks to everyone in the Post, we have successfully delivered 1,500 N95 masks and 10,000 nitrile gloves 

to first responders and emergency rooms in some hard-hit areas of the country that are not receiving an 

abundance of Federal support. While our government seems to be lagging in the production and distribution 

arena, our ongoing efforts and relationships in China have given CP1 an uninterrupted and direct connection 

to the manufacturers of these items. CP1 can get masks, gloves and goggles at cost plus shipping delivered 

to nearly anywhere the US, and we can deliver an N95 mask for $1.80 when they cost as much as $5.00 on 

sites like Amazon. The minimum economic order of masks, gloves and goggles is $5,000 and I would like 

to repeat it.ò 

 

This [above] was in the Poop Sheet. On direction of our Division Commander, Jerry Gegan and David 

Peters, our Vice Commander, we are sending $1000 to support the effort. If you would like to support the 

effort, you may do so directly into the Dragon Fund, or contact me. If you have any relatives that are 

working in hospitals, etc., that are in need, let me know also!! 

Everyone stay safe and well!!!! 

4th of July Update: This is a special year for us to come together to celebrate the birth of our country. There are 

exceptional trials and tribulations for each of us, our families, friends and country. May everything we have 

strived for to make this a safe democracy for all our citizens be sustained.  

We will not be able to meet again until a Veteransô Day gathering. Wishing you ALL the best!!! 

Yours in continuing service to our country, 

For the Commander 

Bennett R Hart  

Division Adjutant 

 

Fallen Comrades 

Nicole Caimiôs Last Parade 

On April  23, 2020, Jim Lint notified us that: 

ñWe have lost a wonderful and kind member who attended most of our Las Vegas meetings and many reunions. 

Pete Caimi's life mate went home for one day, back to the hospital, and then last night was time for her to march 

to a higher parade field. Nicole was in the hospital for 133 days. 

 

I hope you will remember them in your prayers. While Pete is a tough retired Marine, he also needs our 

thoughts for him to keep strong. He told me that there will be a Celebration of Life after COVID gets out of our 

way. What a great couple who were there for giving good advice and conversation. Nicole will be missed. 
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JRL 

Ask me about www.InfraGard.org  

National Sector Chief for Defense Industrial Base (DIB)ò 

News from Our Members 

Jimmy Jacks 

Jimmy sent the following information on April 20 - 22, 2020: 

ñHere is a link to a video documentary that just aired on British national TV. I'm in it as a somewhat key player. 

The film crew came to Phnom Penh about two weeks before we came back to Texas. The video is about a lady 

who was airlifted out as an infant back in April of 75 and is returning to try to find [her] roots. She was adopted 

in the UK by a very wealthy family and grew up in a life of privilege.ò 

Here is the link: Prue Leith: Journey with My Daughter 

The producer of the video is: 

Bright Button Productions 

+44-1305-775-608 

50A Rathbone Place 

London W1T 1JW 

+44-20-7908-4600 

China Post 1 is in an incredibly unique position to have so many in our organization who were in SEA, and so 

many of us who left a sizable part of us back there. A part which still from time to time resurfaces. 

Please respect the time and investment of the producers of this film by not sharing it outside CP1. [ I ] 

encourage those who appreciated it to purchase it when it becomes available. The producer has promised to let 

me know when it can be purchased.ò 

Editorôs Note: Jimmy is now Vice President at Meru Ventures. Meru Ventures is a ñlower middle market 

private equity exclusively designed to create new value in the aerospace and defense industryò 

Dan Kaszeta 

Dan Kaszeta reports that: "I wrote this column in a small newspaper called the Washington Post.ò Perspective | 

No, the coronavirus is not a biological weapon. See: 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2020/04/26/no-coronavirus-is-not-biological-weapon/ 

Published by The Washington Post on April 27, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. EDT. 

Editorôs Note: Dan is a London-based specialist in chemical and biological defense, with a 30-year career 

spanning service in the U.S. Army, the Pentagon, the White House, and the U.S. Secret Service. 

http://www.infragard.org/
https://1drv.ms/v/s!BHG8S_rw__LzlU5CibrLuCsXU6jr?e=PD6UEkjal06CezmYhdV5OA&at=9
https://meru.capital/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2020/04/26/no-coronavirus-is-not-biological-weapon/
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Jim Lint  

On April 7, 2020, Jim sent the following message: 

All,  

New Poop Sheet looks great. I know a lot of people were not for restarting it, but it is great during this time of 

COVID lockdown. 

Great job on the mask. I have been working with the National Disaster Resiliency Council and FEMA. This 

webpage may be useful. https://www.fema.gov/covid19offers. 

Great to get into China, we never thought we would get back into China. It has been a long time coming. We 

were there when living in Korea; it was a short flight over to Shanghai. 

Sorry we missed you during the NV Memorial Div. Meeting. 

JRL 

Commander Riebel replied: 

Thanks Jim. All  the work getting back into China is a direct result of the efforts of Joe Gentile and Hank 

Hoffman. Iôve just been along for the ride. As for the poop sheet, your efforts in that arena have surely paid 

dividends. Thanks to you and Anna, the future of the Post remains bright. 

Regards, 

Scott 

Stephen Thompson 

Also, on April 7, Steve ñPit Bullò wrote: 

Scott, 

Thanks again for making such a big deal about Timmy earning his Eagle rank. I still can't believe you and Joe 

went to all that trouble to make him feel special. Love what you're doing with China Post. 

 

Steve (aka Pit Bull) 

Commander Riebel responded: 

What an accomplishment. 

Regards 

 

Scott Riebel 

Commander, China Post 1 

https://www.fema.gov/covid19offers
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Frank Walker  

Fantastic Poop Sheet. In USMC parlance: "OUT-F***** G-STANDING!!"  Congratulations to all that were 

involved in putting it together. 

Semper Fidelis, 

Frank Walker 

Mountain Home, Texas 

Sent by Frank on April 7, 2020. 

Department of France News 

Initiation of 2020-2021 Department Officers 

Congratulations to Hans Stockenberger of CP1!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


