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Commander’s Corner By 龙老板 Scott Riebel, 

Commander 

 

Comrades, 

 

China Post 1 Welcomes Home some long-lost members: 

Over the last several months, Alan “Hooker” Johnston, China Post 1 Aide-de-

Camp has been digging through our “Lost Members List” attempting to 

reconnect with members from prior years who, for whatever reason have fallen 

off the books.  I will take this opportunity to say Welcome Home to the following 

China Post 1 members: 

 

James M Wilhite, Jr., Thomas J Wallis, William A Hornok, Robert W. 

Rakofsky, Ken A. Labach, Janice Sanborn, Peter B. Olinger, Laurence S 

Ross, Richard M Conger, Michael Fallon, Scott L. Taylor , Kenneth E 

Orrock, Joseph C.T. Wang, Michael Sable, Jerome H. Glazebrook, Michael 

D. Berry, William Ringer, Rex Nelick, Seth B Libby, Orville N Myers, John 

Wilson Van Etten III, Larry P Ransom, Robert Morton, Salvador Pere. 

 

We value your membership and look forward to seeing you at our next reunion 

which will take place during the 3rd week of September 2021. 

  

Ward’s Tomb rehabilitation in Ningbo, China: 

 

In 1862 Fredrick Townsend Ward had raised an army for the defense of 

Shanghai and scored several victories for the imperial forces. In September 

1862 he had refocused his efforts on the town of Cixi, a strategic target located 

on the outskirts of Ningbo. On 20 September he attacked the walled city of Cixi 

(Tzeki). During the attack, Ward was mortally wounded but remained in the field 

until victory was assured. He died the next day.  The Chinese Government 

erected a monument to Ward on the Hill overlooking the town of Cixi at the site 

where he was wounded. 

 



Years of neglect has had a significant impact on the site. When Joe and I visited 

the site in December 2019 it was overgrown, and parts of the jungle were 

impassible. In February 2020 the executive committee approved limited 

spending to rehabilitate the site. China Post 1 hired a local caretaker for $75/per 

month to clean and maintain the site. And while the global pandemic has limited 

our travel and direct oversite of the work, I am proud to announce that the work 

has continued. 





 



 



 



 

  

We have completed the first phase of our work at the Ward memorial, in 

Ningbo. Our next effort will be to place reflecting benches and interpretive 

signage. Once the benches are in place, China Post 1 will install a replica of the 

1923 monument that the Post had dedicated during the 20’s and to where an 

annual Memorial Day pilgrimage took place until our departure from China. 

  

On October 20, 1948, Post Commander Otis Fitz and Adjutant Cash Helseth, 

and a small party of other members visited the site for the final time, raised the 

Flag, stood for a moment of silence, conducted a prayer, lowered the Flag, and 

departed the site for the final time. 

 

 

Your support has allowed us to reconnect the Post with its heritage.  

 

 



Local and National officials have taken note of the work that we have nearly 

completed at the site in Cixi and have taken the unexpected action of 

designating the site as a "Heritage Conservation Area". Here are the pictures of 

the marker that the authorities have erected at the entrance to the site.   

  

What does this mean for our efforts in Shanghai and access to the Old 

Post Home? 

 

I am not really sure. But the fact that government officials have taken notice of 

our work in Ningbo coupled with the support of the Consul General, Foreign 

Service Officer, in Shanghai and the unqualified support Nell Calloway (General 

Chennault’s granddaughter), it looks promising. It certainly improves our 

chances of re-establishing a presence at the American Club at 209 Fuzhou Lu, 

in Shanghai. 

  

With continued persistence paired with a little luck, I am looking forward to 

announcing our first official China Post 1 meeting at the Old Post Home in the 

near future. 

Possibly as soon as 2021 prior to our China Post 1 reunion… 

  

PUFL members 

 

Current CP1 PUFL members will be receiving their metal membership card 

beginning December 31st, 2020.  This will be a one-time offering to All CP1 

PUFL’s from China Post 1 in recognition of your unwavering and unqualified 

support of China Post 1.  All members who are or become a PUFL member by 

November 30th will receive this card.  Currently, we have no plans on repeating 

this offer.  Again, If you apply and pay for a PUFL Member by November 30th, 

you will be receiving this card. 

 

 

The cards will be made of aluminum and will be Laser and CNC machined 

similar to the 100th Anniversary Plaques (see below). Each PUFL card will be 



engraved with the Trademark CP1 Dragon, the American Legion Logo ... Click 

on the image below to apply for PUFL membership: 

 

Member Since date: This will be calculated based on your continuous years of 

service as reflected in your American Legion records which are maintained at 

National 

From the Adjutant: 

By Joe Gentile, China Post 1 Adjutant 
Member Year 2021 Arrived 1 July 2020. 

  

Membership renewal: Click here to renew your membership in CP1 and avoid 

National dropping you after 31 December.  You will also avoid the $120 

reinstatement fee. 

 

Please Update your Billing Pay and Mailing Address for the Post. The Adjutant’s 

office will not receive your dues or correspondence if your letter or Dues is sent 

to Henderson NV or Fate TX. 

 

Check your Bill Pay and any Blue Cards for our Mailing Address:  

  

https://chinapost1.org/product/membership-dues/
https://www.members.legion.org/tal/pufl


American Legion: China Post 1 

13359 North Highway 183 

Suite 406-566 

Austin, TX 78750 

 

Dragon Fund: 

Dragon Fund – Established in October 1958, the Dragon Fund is used to help 

defray operations costs for the Post. Over the years, members have generously 

donated; without this help we could not continue to grow the organization into 

what it has become. Future Post operations will rely heavily on the generosity of 

the Post membership in order to continue its mission, which will include a long-

term sustainable presence in China through the maintenance of Ward’s 

Monument, the Operation of the Old Post home in Shanghai, and modest 

scholarships to the Heavenly Kingdom Museum in Nanjing.  Dragon Fund 

Donors will receive a patch beginning in member year 2021 retroactive to 1 July 

2020.  Click on the patch to donate. 

 

 

  

$100 Dragon Fund Donors will receive the plaque below (Click on the images to 

donate): 

 

https://chinapost1.org/donations/dragon-fund/


 

Emblem Sales 

 

Rey is doing an outstanding job of keeping stock of our most popular items and 

regularly adding stock that will appeal to you and allow you to show your China 

Post 1 pride in belonging to one of the most exclusive organizations in the 

world. Support the Post by making a purchase at our Emblem Sales 

Store!!   Click on the images below: 

 

https://chinapost1.org/shop/?orderby=date
https://chinapost1.org/shop/?orderby=date
https://chinapost1.org/product/100th-anniversary-plaque-standard-edition/


 

 

 

  

 

 

 

https://chinapost1.org/product/cp1-vest/
https://chinapost1.org/product/cp1-vest/
https://chinapost1.org/product/cp1-survival-kit/
https://chinapost1.org/product/cp1-alr-back-patch/


 

 

 

 

 

 

We have several Ball Caps on the site. One size fits all for only $20.00! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://chinapost1.org/product/cp1-ball-cap-american-club/
https://chinapost1.org/product/cp1-ball-cap-2/


To display your collection of coins, we also are offering a coin holder engraved 

with “China Post 1” and our registered trademarked Dragons created by CP1 

member Rob Thundercloud.  

Constructed of high-grade aluminum and these CNC machined coin holders sell 

for only $40.00.  Comparable items sell for in excess of $75.00 so get yours 

today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://chinapost1.org/product/cp1-coin-holder/


A roll of 10 bronze “China Post 1” challenge coins, on the right, for only $50. 

That is a $30 savings if you were to purchase these individually. The picture on 

the left is a roll of 10 “Anniversary Coins” only $100 a savings of $50 if 

purchased individually. 

  

  

 

 

 

From personal experience, everyone wants a China Post 1 challenge coin and 

they trade for a premium. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

https://chinapost1.org/product/cp1-challenge-coin-roll-of-10/
https://chinapost1.org/product/cp1-silver-challenge-coin-roll-of-10/


China Post 1 Sons of The American Legion (SAL) Squadron 

By Leroy Cockrell, Squadron Commander  

Here we are with another quarter under our belt of a year that has been quite 

unlike any we have ever experienced before!  Our medical/epidemiology folks 

are a lot smarter than they were only 6 months ago as we have now 

accumulated literally reams of data related to the Covid-19 virus.  Each of us 

has probably either known or heard of family, friends and/or acquaintances that 

have been affected directly by this scourge that has struck these United States 

of America. 

  

Unlike a literal WAR, it is unseen, obscure, unmasked but equally as deadly as 

anything man, in his development of the tools of war, has ever put to use, 

especially for those of us in the autumn or winter of our years.  The Patriot 

Guard that some of us ride with as an accompaniment of our Legion Riders 

affiliation, have no doubt assisted in the burial of an honored veteran taken by 

Covid-19.  Copy that, my friends.  It seems to me that it is the least we can do 

as Sons of the American Legion in support of our honored American Legion 

members that we may see at any time. Look for ways in your community to 

honor them…even a smile, a salute and a cheerful “welcome home” when 

passing them on the street will give them the gratification they deserve.  I 

always keep an eye out for those military caps that many of our heroes wear! 

 

China Post 1 SAL membership renewals are at 54% while Department of 

France is at 31% overall.  Let us not pat ourselves on the back until we get in 

that 90+% range…there’s always a couple tough nuts to crack with either good 

or bad reasons for not paying up.  Personal circumstances cannot be 

disregarded.  Everyone has now gotten an email or actual letter from this office 

advising each of us whether we owe for 2021 or are paid up for the new 

year.  Dues are $35/year or $100/3years.  There is no PUFL for SAL yet, but we 

are pushing every year at National for that program to be made available to SAL 

members.  The 3 Year membership should be sent directly to me at:  PO Box 

731, Ruidoso, NM 88355.  All others should use the convenient CP1 Store tab 

on our China Post 1 website: https://chinapost1.org   

https://chinapost1.org/


  

If you haven’t gotten a chance yet to view the videos that Joe Gentile CP1 

Adjutant (Past Cmdr of SAL and now Dual Member) sent out on the 26th of 

September to all of the China Post 1 family, take the time soon to do it!   There 

is a short video of our friend Hank Hoffman standing in front of the American 

Building in Shanghai in 2011 when our Post Commander Fred Platt sent him on 

a mission to recon the Post Home there.  It is short and with the additional video 

of a stroll in that part of Shanghai it serves to enlighten us on what the area is 

like today.  It is very much like other international cities that I have visited in the 

far east…lots of scooters, more than cars, reasonably clean streets, and shops 

with everything you might need to survive.  I only saw one police officer visiting 

with a local in front of his small station.  A trip to visit Shanghai is on my bucket 

list and now that the landscape and gardens around General Ward’s Monument 

is almost finished it’s a must.   

  

Also, I wanted to mention a couple of new members that have come on board in 

the not so distant past.  Mr. John Wiles Jr. of Annandale Virginia and Master 

Finn Haggan of Greenwood Indiana, son of SAL Member Patrick Haggan and 

grandson of Dual Member Doug Haggan.  Additionally, remember that any 

pictures or information about veteran related activities that you might have taken 

part in are welcomed for future Poop Sheet SAL articles.  Just send me what 

you have, and I will edit if needed. 

  

And, thanks to all our SAL Members for being a member of this very worthwhile 

Veterans Organization Family! 

  

TAPS:  None reported during the Summer Quarter. 

  

 

 

 

 



China Post 1 Auxiliary: 
By Linda Cockrell, Auxiliary President 

 

It’s beginning to look a lot like Fall here in the mountains and I’m not sure how I 

feel about that.  Don’t get me wrong!  I love the Fall season with all of its 

beautiful changes, but I don’t feel like I really had a summer.  We had a lot of 

company these past few months but with almost everything closed, we didn’t 

get to show them our favorite hangouts. Hopefully, Fall will bring a lot more fun! 

  

I want to thank all who have already paid the 2021 dues and encourage all who 

haven’t paid yet to do so soon. We would like to have everyone paid by 

December. I know we can do it! 

  

Now that things are starting to open again, we can get busy doing the things 

that we talked about in our last meeting. I hope to have a lot more information 

after meeting with the Board which will be very soon. 

  

Everyone stay well and have a very happy Fall season! 

  

40 & 8 Voiture 1496 
By Janie Miller, Chef de Gare, Grande du France 

Along with many events of 2020, the 101st Promenade Nationale was canceled 

which was to be held the week before the CP1 Reunion. We are looking forward 

to the 102nd Promenade Nationale which will be held 14-18 September 2021 in 

Springfield, Missouri. 

Membership ended on a good note. However, with a decline in overall 

membership at the national level (about a 5% loss each year), I would like to 

ask those CP1 members who are not member of the 40 & 8 to please sign up. 

  

We all would like France to continue to be NUMBER 1 so think about who 

brought you into China Post and ask them to join the 40&8: Come to 

France!  Remember that both organizations are attached at the hip and we 

really don't recruit outside "of the fold": We would like to keep it that way but we 



can't do it without your help. 

  

We are grateful for those who sent in their dues for the new year, many of them 

really early. However, there are quite a number who still haven't sent in their 

2020-2021 dues. Remember that the membership year ends in December! 

Should there be anyone who has financial problems paying dues we can 

certainly take care of that. 

  

SO: If you are NOT a Life Member and NOT one of the brand-new 

Voyageurs (who are good until the end of 2021) Please DO send your renewal 

since we will not send out 2021 cards without receiving your check. 

Unfortunately, we can't do Zelle at this time, but we are working on it! for the 

future. This year's dues are $30 plus $30 for program pins: 

  

Please make the check out to Voiture 1496 and send it to: 

  

Jerry Miller 

PO Box 13191 

Casa Grande, AZ  85130 

  

MERCI BIEN and STAY SAFE!!!!! 

  

Janie Miller 

Your Very Proud Chef de Gare 

 

Update from Shadow: 

 

On the 5th of October, I had the honor to speak, over zoom, to the Frisco Lakes 

Veterans group, and give a presentation on the History of CAT and Air 

America. There were 30 members present, and it was well-received. I also 

pitched CP1 and the 40&8. They will place a tile with my service on their 

memorial wall in Frisco, Tx. I am honored to have been able to do this 

presentation. 



Quarterly Feature: 
From the CATHAY BULLETIN (Sept 2020) the newsletter of the 

American Legion Cathay Post 384  " Captain Moon Fun Chin " 

 

Captain Moon Fun Chin is someone we honor among our WWII Veterans, 

despite the fact that Captain Chin never served a day in our military. Thus, he 

was technically not eligible for American Legion membership. However, for his 

extraordinary service supporting the 10th Air Force during WWII, our Air Force 

awarded him with the Distinguished Flying Cross and the Air Medal in 2005. 

 

Additionally, he was credited with military service from 1941-1945 and provided 

full military veterans' benefits. Chin was credited for his service supporting our 

military, even though he never wore our military uniform. 

 

So, what did Captain Chin (Click here) do to earn his Air Force awards and 

military benefits without formally serving a single day in our military? In fact, he 

was an immigrant who was one of the first Chinese Americans to become a 

qualified civilian pilot. Even with a pilot's license, no American airline company 

offered him a job. So, Chin traveled to Hong Kong to become a pilot with 

Chinese National Aviation Company (CNAC) and flew DC-3s and other early 

transport aircraft from 1937-1945, avoiding armed Japanese fighters and 

challenging the even mightier Himalayas. Every flight was risky and reportedly 

extremely bumpy. This generation of aircraft had no heat, were not pressurized, 

and had limited radio communications. Flying over the Himalayas was 

extremely dangerous as there was no radio communication. Any flight crew that 

crashed in the Himalayas perished as there were no effective rescue methods. 

Chin flew over S.E. Asia spanning China, S.E. Asia, and India. Most of his 

transport missions were to supply with whatever was needed by our American 

troops who were supporting the Chinese Nationalist Army against Imperialist 

Japan and Mao Zedong and the Communists. 

 

His most vital mission was to extract the Lt. Col. Jimmy Doolittle (after bombing 

Tokyo) from southern China to India so that Doolittle could be flown home to 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O9woEFPNgnM


Washington D.C. where Doolittle was promoted to Brigadier General for his 

courageous Tokyo mission. 

 

Most of us have met the fine gentleman and he has been honored by our 

members and our post (American Legion Cathay Post 384 - Click Here) for his 

daring deeds during WWII. He, in turn, honored our post when Major Kurt 

Lee (Click Here) visited San Francisco, and these two great heroes and 

veterans met face to face at his beautiful home in Hillsborough. 

 

For a very interesting ABC news feature on Capt Moon Chin and his life, check 

out the video, Elite Bay Area Pilots Helped Change Tide of WWII linked on the 

Cathay Post Facebook page. Additionally, check out Capt Moon Fun Chin: 

Flying Hero on YouTube. 

News from Our Members 
Andrew Ertl 

Andrew has relocated from Canberra, Australia, where he was a Naval 

Fellow at the Australian Sea Power Centre, to the Metropolitan 

Washington DC area. He is now a Military Legislative Assistant at the U.S. 

House of Representatives. 

 

Poop Sheet Contributions Wanted 
We welcome contributions to the Poop Sheet from all our members, including 

links and photos that relate directly to our Post, its members, and their activities 

and accomplishments. However, please DO NOT send anything classified or 

sensitive, including topics of a political, sexual or religious nature. Your 

contributions to the Poop Sheet should be sent 

to poopsheet@chinapost1.org with the Subject: Poop Sheet Article. Please 

send all other notices, requests for information or support, and any other 

messages to the appropriate individual in the directory that follows. 

Poop Sheet Editorial Team 

                Editor                              Deputy Editor                                                

                Gary Howe                     Toni Carpenter                                                

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5r7kz7kdV_g&list=PL218EC06F51E7A477&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5r7kz7kdV_g&list=PL218EC06F51E7A477&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5r7kz7kdV_g&list=PL218EC06F51E7A477&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LO6yhP7H4OA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LO6yhP7H4OA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LO6yhP7H4OA


  

 American Legion China Post 1 Directory 

Officers 
COMMANDER: Scott Riebel...................................... 

commander@chinapost1.org 

DEPUTY COMMANDER: Jeff Carson....................................... 

xo@chinapost1.org 

2nd VICE COMMANDER: Hans 

Stockenber…………….......…2vc@chinapost1.org 

ADJUTANT: Joe Gentile.................................................... 

adjutant@chinapost1.org 

AIDE-DE-CAMP: Alan Johnston……………………...aide-de-

camp@chinapost1.org 

EMBLEM SALES: Rey Quijano................................. 

emblemsales@chinapost1.org 

FINANCE OFFICER: Joe Hoofnagle........................................... 

fo@chinapost1.org 

JUDGE ADVOCATE: George White........................................... 

jag@chinapost1.org 

SERVICE OFFICER: Matt Kristoff............................................... 

so@chinapost1.org 

HISTORIAN: Lewis Barger................................................. 

historian@chinapost1.org 

CHAPLAIN: Janie Miller...................................................... 

chaplain@chinapost1.org 

SERGEANT at ARMS: Alan Johnston................................... 

hooker@chinapost1.org 

China Post Dragon Riders 
DIRECTOR: Alfredo “Al” Salas...................................... 

alrdirector@chinapost1alr.org 

Sons of The American Legion 
SQUADRON COMMANDER: Leroy Cockrell....................... 

salcmdr@chinapost1.org 



 

American Legion Auxiliary 
PRESIDENT: Linda Cockrell......................................... 

auxpresident@chinapost1.org 

SECRETARY: Claire “CJ” Capaldo............................... 

auxsecretary@chinapost1.org 

Webmaster 
WEBMASTER: Travis Weedman..................................... 

webmaster@chinapost1.org 

Poop Sheet 

EDITOR: Gary 

Howe…………………………….……..…....poopsheet@chinapost1.org 

 

  

Tell us about your activities, business, local CP1 Memorial Division or anything 

of interest to the general membership. We look forward to hearing from you 

and publishing your contributions. PoopSheet@ChinaPost1.org. 

 

I hope you enjoy YOUR Poop Sheet.  

**Remember to turn on pictures if you are viewing in Outlook or Gmail.** 

龙老板 

Scott Riebel 

Commander, China Post 1 

Soldiers of Fortune – Operating in Exile 

www.Chinapost1.org 

  

  

  

  
 

 
 

mailto:poopsheet@chinapost1.org
mailto:PoopSheet@ChinaPost1.email.?subject=Reply%20from%20PS%20NOV%202017
http://www.chinapost1.org/


 


