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Generals Ward & Chennault & LT Helseth China Post 1® Poop Sheet 
Commander’s Corner 
By Jeff Carson, Commander 
Registration for the 2021 Reunion is rapidly coming to an 
end. All registration forms must be input no later than  
August 1st to ensure that all food orders, drinks and venue 
accommodations are properly accounted for. Your prompt 
attention is greatly appreciated. 
 
Elections/Reunion News 
The China Post 1 Executive Committee held a meeting on July 
2, 2021. The Executive Committee, in accordance with its 
Constitution and By-Laws, by a two-thirds vote, elected Jeff 
Carson as China Post 1 Commander, Terry Parker as China Post 
1 Adjutant and Hans Stockenberger as the 1st Vice 
Commander/Deputy Commander. Although prior to the Annual 
Meeting this year in Seward Alaska, these changes became 
necessary due to actions by the Commander and Adjutant 
contrary to the Post’s Constitution and By-Laws. 

In a subsequent Executive Committee meeting, the 2nd Vice Commander John Ladik resigned, and this position 
will remain open until the annual meeting.  
In the coming days, we will organize an election nomination committee to solicit candidates for Post officers 
and Executive Committeemen to be presented prior to the annual election at the reunion. Those interested in 
serving in leadership positions in the Post are encouraged to submit their resume to the nominating committee. 
The election will be conducted in accordance with our Constitution and by-Laws.  
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Recent announced changes to the Constitution and By-Laws allowing electronic voting of Post officers and 
Executive Committee members are not valid as the change to the By-Laws were not in accordance with the 
approved Constitution and By-Laws of China Post 1, not conveyed to the general membership for a 90-day 
review, nor approved by the duly elected Executive Committee as required by our Constitution and By-Laws 
The annual reunion is shaping up real nice. Vice Commander Atkins has done a terrific job laying on 
recreational activities around Seward. If you have not had the chance, take a look at the activities and special 
pricing in store for participants.  https://chinapost1.org/2021-cp1-reunion-tours-form/ 
 
Post Officers 
Jeff Carson  Commander                    Commander@chinapost1.org  
Hans Stockenberger Deputy Commander       XO@chinapost1.org  
Terry Parker  Adjutant                          Adjutant@chinapost1.org  
Vacant  2nd Vice Commander     Vacant 
Larry Atkins  3rd Vice Commander     3VC@Chinapost1.org  
Rey Quijano  Emblem Sales                 EmblemSales@Chinapost1.org  
Joe Hoofnagle  Treasurer                        Finance@chinapost1.org  
George White  Judge Advocate              JAG@chinapost1.org  
Matt Kristoff  Service Officer                SO@chinapost1.org  
Lewis Barger  Historian                         History@chinapost1.org  
Janie Miller                     Chaplain                         Chaplain@chinapost1.org  
Alan Johnson  Sgt-at-Arms                    SGTAA@chinapost1.org  
Leroy Cockrell                SAL Commander            SALCMDR@Chinapost1.org  
Al Salas                          Director                           Riders@Chinapost1.org 
 
Directors/Executive Committee Members 
Jeff Carson                             Director/Member Hans Stockenberger               Director/Member 
Terry Parker                            Director/Member Ron Burkett                             Member 
Jim Barfield                             Member  Roger Gowen                          Member 
Jim Maupin                              Member  Kerry Kilburn                           Member 
 

https://chinapost1.org/2021-cp1-reunion-tours-form/
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Reunion Information 
The 2021 Reunion in Seward, AK is on track to be the most successful yet.  Members will be staying at the 
Seward MWR Resort and taking in all the natural beauty offered by the Kenai Peninsula.  Our business 
meetings will be held at the Seward Resort and at the local American Legion Post 5 in town.  
Choices of entrees for our Saturday night banquet and award ceremony will be prime rib, halibut or a vegetarian 
plate, and will be hosted at the Windsong Lodge in Seward. Those of you interested in attending should register 
and make your reservations.  Space is limited and the Lodge is filling up quickly.   
The Resort offers 55 individual hotel rooms, 12 townhomes, and 1 log cabin, as well as an RV park, campsites, 
and yurts for those who want to take their adventure outdoors. The negotiated rates are as follows: Hotel rooms 
are $51.00 per night with the 3rd night free! That is 3 days for $102.00 for the hotel rooms! Two-bedroom 
townhomes are only $76.00/night with the 3rd night free! That is $152.00 for three nights for the townhomes! 
Thirty two of the 55 available hotel rooms have already been reserved. If you are planning on going to the 
reunion, I would recommend making your reservations sooner rather than later. You can register online at  
https://chinapost1.org/events/china-post-1-2021-reunion/.  
Many of you who have already registered for the reunion received the following email from the resort: 

“**Alaska Travel Alert**DO NOT REPLY** 
Greetings Seward Resort Customer, 

We cannot wait to welcome you to Seward Resort. Before you travel North, we want to notify you of a very 
important development regarding traveling within the state of Alaska. 
 TRAVEL ALERT: 
Alaska is currently facing another challenge to travel: a rental car shortage! If you have a vehicle rental or are 
planning on renting a vehicle for your trip, we urge you to please reconfirm that your travel arrangements, 
sooner than later, in-state are still in place. More information here: https://www.adn.com/alaska-
news/2021/05/11/curious-alaska-how-is-the-national-shortage-of-car-rentals-affecting-alaska/ 
Additionally, Freedom Fighters Bar & Grille, our in-house food & drink, will be closed for the 2021 season, 
due to a shortage of staff.” 
This does not affect us nor our arrangements with the resort.  They have contracted to provide us breakfast 
during our time at the resort. 
Emblem Sales 
We are adding new items to the Emblem Sales catalogue that will be of value to our membership, so look for 
these items this week.  Your purchases help us to continue expand our Post operations with worldwide 
charitable organizations.  
Some of those organizations are the Chennault Museum, American Auxiliary Girls State TX, SAL Child 
Welfare Program, 40 & 8 Nurses Training, American Legion Legacy Fund, Comfort Warriors, TLC 

http://www.sewardresort.com/
http://www.americanlegionpost5.com/
https://www.alaskacollection.com/lodging/seward-windsong-lodge/
https://chinapost1.org/events/china-post-1-2021-reunion/
https://www.adn.com/alaska-news/2021/05/11/curious-alaska-how-is-the-national-shortage-of-car-rentals-affecting-alaska/
https://www.adn.com/alaska-news/2021/05/11/curious-alaska-how-is-the-national-shortage-of-car-rentals-affecting-alaska/
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Brotherhood, American Legion Emergency Fund, as well as providing personal protective equipment (PPE) to 
our frontline workers during the apex of the pandemic. 
China Post 1’s Survival Kit is now available! Each item is 
engraved with the Standing Dragon and includes: 
1 AAA Flashlight 
1 Rechargeable Flashlight 
1 Multitool 
1 USB Drive 
1 Stainless Steel Flask 
1 Gift Dragon Printed Box 
 
Limited numbers are now available…when they are gone, they are gone! 

         
We will be producing Lucy’s Tiger Den and China Post 1 DMD watering hole plaques if there is enough 
interest.  We need a minimum of ten orders to move forward with the endeavor.  If you are interested, please 
contact the Adjutant at adjutant@chinapost1.org and let him know 
Donations 
ALL donations made to the MUSEUM FUND, DRAGON FUND or PHOENIX FUND are income tax 
deductible. Donations to any of the three funds are deductible under the Internal Revenue Code. We are a NON-
PROFIT Corporation, and so identified to the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) in the January 1977 American 
Legion Headquarters letter to the IRS – United States Government. 
We will be implementing a “Plank Owners” program to raise additional funds for our China Post 1 offices and 
exhibit hall.  A Plank Owner is part of a longstanding Naval tradition. A Plank Owner is an individual who was 
a member of the crew of a ship when that ship was placed in commission. Originally, this term applied only to 

mailto:adjutant@chinapost1.org
https://chinapost1.org/product/cp1-survival-kit/�


China Post 1 Poop Sheet – Summer 2021 Page 5 

Copyright © 2019, 2020, 2021 by American Legion China Post 1®. All rights reserved. NAMES AND INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE POOP SHEETS ARE 
STRICTLY FOR THE USE OF MEMBERS ONLY. ANY OTHER USE, SOLICITATION, COMMERCIAL OR OTHERWISE, OR COPYING OR REPRODUCING 
BY ANY MEANS IS PROHIBITED WITHOUT PRIOR WRITTEN APPROVAL OF THE COMMANDER. 

  

crewmembers present at the ship's first commissioning. Today, however, it is often applied to members of a 
recommissioning crew as well. 

In this case it will apply to the recommissioning crew of 
the Post’s Exhibit Hall (Museum/Building) Fund. 
We will have three levels of Plank Owners: $250, $500, 
and $1,000 or Bronze, Silver and Gold, and each level 
will come with its own perks.  All Plank Owners will 
have their name on a brass plate mounted on a wall in the 
new hall. More to follow on this later.  For now, here is a 
copy of the certificate. 
 
 
 

 
Awards Ceremony – China Post 1 Order of the Double Dragon 
On September 25, 2021, the Windsong Lodge will host our annual banquet and 
awards ceremony.  We will be accepting nominations for the China Post 1 Order of 
the Double Dragon. 

The Imperial Order of the Double Dragon 双龙宝星; Double Dragon Precious Star 
was an order awarded in the late Qing dynasty. The Order was founded by the 
Guangxu Emperor on February 7, 1882, as an award for outstanding services to the 
throne and the Qing court.  
China Post 1 has adopted this award to recognize those individuals whose 
outstanding service to the Post has raised the stature, visibility, capabilities, 
longevity and/or who have gone above and beyond in their support of the Post. 
Nominations will be accepted through July 30, 2021. 
 
National Convention 
Before the China Post 1 reunion, the leadership will be attending the 102nd American Legion National 
Convention. The site of the 102nd American Legion National Convention will be Phoenix, AZ from August 27 
to September 2, 2021. The American Legion is excited that the 102nd National Convention in Phoenix is 
scheduled to occur August 27-September 2 with COVID-19 safety measures in place to adhere to local and state 
guidelines. While we are looking forward to gathering again as an American Legion Family, it is important to 
follow the safety protocols implemented below as the pandemic is still ongoing.  Ahead of the convention, 
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regardless of your state or community’s guidance and rules, The American Legion will follow the official 
guidance, precautions, and rules from our convention host city. 
Membership 
Today in History: 
May 19, 1971: The Wall Street Journal publishes an article quoting critics who describe The American Legion 
as “slowly fading away… an anachronism, an echo from a past left far behind” that is losing influence and 
struggles to recruit Vietnam War veterans for membership. Eighteen years later, in 1989, The American Legion 
would begin a seven-year stretch of membership exceeding 3 million, fueled largely by increases among 
Vietnam War veterans. While the 1946 membership of 3,326,556 was an all-time high, the record was nearly 
snapped in 1992 when membership hit 3,115,340. Membership increased about 500,000 over the 25 years after 
the 1971 article was published. 
Membership in China Post 1 remains the highest in the Department. We currently have 1218 members 
WORLDWIDE that have renewed their membership. Thank you for your membership and your ongoing 
support of the greatest Post in the American Legion. 
I have been contacted by some of our members expressing their concern about the new “Personify” software 
that has been launched by National. Some of you have not been able to print off your membership cards, dates 
of service, continuous years, and a few other issues. Please be assured that National is doing their best to 
address and resolve those issues. Their projected completion date is late June 2021. For the time being, we will 
be hand processing renewals, transfers, and new member applications manually.  This is a very cumbersome 
process.  While we continue to work to get this resolved, you can pay your annual dues on our website at: 
https://chinapost1.org/product/membership-dues/ . If you have specific membership questions, please address 
them to the Adjutant, at adjutant@chinapost1.org.  
Please continue your efforts to recruit qualified members into China Post1. There is strength in numbers and a 
vibrant engaged membership is key to influencing the Federal Government in supporting programs which 
benefit our veterans and ultimately the nation. 
Thanks to all our Dragon Fund Donors.  
Ronald Zais, Jean Clark, Dewayne Hervey, John Carbone, Thomas H Miller, Chris Reilly, Stan Munson, Juan 
Bazan, Audrey Ardison, William Martin. Allan Radcliff, Jon Hittle, Carol Boothby, Daniel Boothby, Dick 
Darcy, Donald C. Daigle, Terry Farleh, Scott Riebel, Charles Pomaski, Stella Malone, Kenneth L Marsh Jr., 
Chad Swedberg, Richard Pillsbury, Scott Hilton, Lex Johnston, Rodney Azama, John Tonetti, Bennett Hart, 
Kenneth Keller, Larry Ardison, Ronald Butts, Fred Gerkens, Edward Robbeloth, David Parks, William 
Bukovec, Patrick Pellerin, Thomas Worley, Gary & Robin Scher, Chad Swedberg, Dewayne Hervey, Walter 
(Ed) Garrard, Patrick O'Flaherty, Joseph Morgan, Frederick Scott, Michael, Babb, Carlos Ramirez, Robert Noe. 
Thanks to all our Phoenix Fund Donors 
Kenneth L Marsh Jr., Donald Davey, Michael Wagers, Alan Johnston, John Walker, John Fleming, Carlos 
Ramirez, M G 'Doc' LaMar, Scott Riebel 

https://chinapost1.org/product/membership-dues/
mailto:adjutant@chinapost1.org
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Dragon Riders 
Several of the Dragon Riders have expressed an interest in publishing a list of China Post 1 American Legion 
Riders for the purposes of reaching out to other riders when in their state. We also need to update the old list to 
make it current. Our JAG, George White, is putting together that list and has reached out to all on our previous 
list. Many of you have already responded. If you want your membership in the Dragon Riders to stay current or 
if you know you were on the list in the past and want to drop out of the dragon riders and have not already 
responded, please contact George at JAG@chinapost1.org. As per our bylaws, any member who does not want 
any part of his information disclosed has only to say so, but we do need a current list of members.  
American Legion Legislative initiatives 
Congress has just recently passed legislation granting all veterans, even those not in the Veterans 
Administration (VA) system) and their spouses or care givers access to the COVID-19 vaccination program.  
Contact your local VA for more information. 
American Legion Supports Senate Bill S.657  
Please act today to join the American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW), and the Disabled American 
Veterans (DAV) in our support of S.657, legislation that would concede Agent Orange exposure to veterans 
who served at any military installation in Thailand from January 9, 1962, to June 30, 1976. 
During the Vietnam War, more than 40,000 gallons of Agent Orange were used in Thailand, yet the Department 
of Veterans Affairs (VA) does not automatically recognize all veterans who served there as being exposed to 
this toxin. VA’s adjudication manual only acknowledges herbicide exposure for veterans with specific military 
occupational specialties who served on the perimeter of eight specific Thai Bases.    
S.657 would automatically concede herbicide exposure for all veterans who served at military installations in 
Thailand, regardless of the base, duty on the perimeter or military occupational specialty. These veterans would 
be eligible for VA health care and presumptive service-connected benefits due to their Agent Orange exposure. 
DAV Resolution No. 362 supports the inclusion of herbicide exposure to veterans who served at military 
installations in Thailand. Please contact your Senators to request they co-sponsor S.657 to provide these men 
and women with the benefits they have earned. 
For the purposes of this hearing, The American Legion will be expressing support for legislation specifically 
related to toxic exposures. Particular attention will be paid to legislation which recognizes presumptive 
conditions, provides benefits to veterans exposed to burn pits, adequately provides disability compensation, and 
allocates death benefits to the spouse and minor children of veterans who survived toxic exposure. 
 Thank you for your support. 
Take Action! 
For a complete list of current legislative initiatives please visit: 
https://www.legion.org/legislative/testimony/252363/statement-pending-legislation  
 

mailto:JAG@chinapost1.org
http://link.quorum.us/f/a/8WHVZnuJRD2QzYjSwHikow%7E%7E/AACYXwA%7E/RgRij38RP0SvaHR0cHM6Ly9kYXYucXVvcnVtLnVzL2NhbXBhaWduLzMzNDMyLz9sb2dpbl9jb2RlPVFKVXRFTDhQRUNmcVJlTVkxY3MySVBMa3EzZDhRa2Z6MlUya0ljak9ZN1Nnay1nODYtVVVnV1o3ajd2YnU5Wm12SGJXSklpeWstQTRqQXRHYURDRllmUEJkR2ZoWlpJZG1oY0w2N2JNdGdQR1ZTTkdsSmVOamNhcWFvRSUzRFcDc3BjQgpgpiD6rGCkkNEvUhJyb2JiZWxvdGhlQGFvbC5jb21YBAAAAAA%7E
https://www.legion.org/legislative/testimony/252363/statement-pending-legislation
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China Post 1 Office and Exhibit Hall 
Thanks to all the members who have taken the time to email me with your positive constructive comment on the 
purchase of the China Post 1 Office and Exhibit Hall. I appreciate your input. There are still several issues that 
will need to be resolved prior to moving forward. 
From our history – Commemorative Plaques Now Available online 
Legionnaires Reunite at Lucy’s Tiger Den 
By William Branigin 
February 21, 1984 
Wearing his American Legion shirt with a Chinese dragon embroidered on the back and a U.S. flag on the 
shoulder, the retired Navy fighter pilot and his wife walked into Lucy's Tiger Den as Nee, a veteran hostess of 
Bangkok's Patpong bar and disco strip, prepared to perform her specialty: topless margarita mixing. 
As Nee shook the margarita container over her head and portions of her ample anatomy below, the 
establishment's proprietor, Alban (Tiger) Rydberg, shouted a cue and everyone applauded. 
The ritual over, Nee slipped back into her dress and the talk returned to the common denominator uniting most 
of the patrons gathered at Tiger's that night: war. The white-haired former Navy pilot likes to say he has been to 
five of them, and has not been to a bad one yet. 
He and about 300 other legionnaires gathered here this month for the first overseas reunion of American Legion 
Post No. 1, operating in exile. Established in Shanghai, China, around 1920, the post was forced out first by the 
Japanese in World War II and then by the Chinese Communists. 
Called the China Post and named after generals Frederick Townsend Ward and Claire Chennault, it is dedicated 
to "soldiers of fortune." 
By special charter, the post is the only one in the American Legion that admits foreign and nonmilitary 
members. In its ranks of about 2,000, therefore, are agents of the World War II Office of Strategic Services 
(OSS) and its successor, the Central Intelligence Agency; pilots for the CIA airline, Air America, and other 
outfits involved in the Vietnam War; Cold War veterans, and even oil and construction workers deemed to have 
served the American cause. 
The headquarters-in-exile of Post No. 1 is in Scottsdale, Ariz., home of the current commander, C.A.S. Helseth, 
who worked in China before the Communists' 1949 victory. Divisions of the post have been set up in several 
states and countries. The Bangkok Memorial Division is based at Lucy's Tiger Den, which Rydberg, 68, runs 
with his Thai wife, Lucy. 
The reunion here earlier this month ended with a brunch that evolved into sessions at Tiger and other bars into 
the wee hours. Its members decided to approach the Chinese government about holding the next convention in 
Shanghai, provided neither side makes the event political, and no restrictions are placed on the usual Legion 
activities. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/william-branigin/
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Some old China hands and Indochina War veterans had reservations about the move, feeling that members of 
the staunchly anticommunist American Legion would not be welcome or comfortable in China today. 
The week-long gathering was marked by reunions of former comrades-in-arms, war stories and a mixture of 
fervent patriotism, bravado, and irascibility. 
Of those present many were airmen involved in secret operations over Laos during the Vietnam War. Even 
now, many are reluctant to talk about their activities with outsiders and are deeply suspicious of the press. They 
are, to say the least, politically conservative. 
“I thought I was pretty right-wing myself,” said a post member who works for the State Department. “But some 
of these guys are to the right of Attila the Hun.” 
One of the reunion's organizers, for example, offered a simple alternative to involving American troops in 
Central America and other world trouble spots: use mercenaries. 
Such was the legionnaires' hostility toward those considered to hold leftist views on the Vietnam War that 
British journalist William Shawcross and photographer Tim Page, here to cover the reunion for the magazine 
Vanity Fair, were banned from all proceedings, including those at Lucy's Tiger Den. Shawcross wrote the book, 
‘Sideshow,’ an indictment of the U.S. role in Cambodia, and Page has published a book of Vietnam War 
photographs. 
By all appearances, few if any of the legionnaires at the reunion have ever had reservations about U.S. 
involvement in the Indochina conflict. They believed in it then, and they believe in it now. 
"Maybe, just maybe," retired Col. Tom Henry said in a banquet speech at a Bangkok hotel, the American 
involvement in Indochina kept the domino theory from coming true and prevented Southeast Asian countries 
like Thailand from falling to communism. 
Henry, formerly associated with the elite, secretive Delta Force, some of whose members were involved in the 
failed hostage rescue mission in Iran in April 1980, said the United States had been in 19 "shadow wars" since 
World War II, of which Lebanon is the latest. 
He dedicated a memorial service at the banquet to victims of those unspecified wars, especially to "those who 
must remain nameless, faceless and placeless because of the nature of their calling." 
"We are a different breed," he said, "and we're proud of it." 
Another speaker eulogized two post members who died in the terrorist bombing of the American Embassy in 
Beirut in April 1983, James Foley Lewis, and Phyllis Faraci. 
His voice quaking with emotion, the speaker described how Lewis refused to join an evacuation from the U.S. 
Consulate in Nha Trang, Vietnam, in 1975 so he could stay behind and help rescue Vietnamese employees. He 
was later captured by North Vietnamese troops, taken to Hanoi for intensive interrogation and eventually 
released more than six months after the fall of South Vietnam. 
Faraci was said to have served in Vietnam, Pakistan (where she was in the U.S. Embassy in Islamabad when it 
was attacked by a mob in 1979) and Afghanistan. 
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The banquet participants then stood in solemn silence while Taps were played. 
Flags were given to Legion members and Thai guests in honor of past exploits and services. Most of the Thais 
served with Air America and helped deliver supplies to forces in neighboring Laos. 
Besides Air America employees, the participants included a few members of the supersecret "Ravens," who 
flew black-painted airplanes over Laos in a program involving information-gathering from sensors on the 
ground. 
Among those at the ceremonies were some legendary figures whose activities remained in the shadows of the 
U.S. war effort in Indochina. Such a figure was Tony Poe, a CIA agent who served as an adviser in Laos to 
Hmong leader Gen. Vang Pao, and reputedly led troops renowned for collecting the ears of enemy dead. 
A big, ebullient man with a booming voice and two fingers missing from his left hand, Poe now lives as a 
gentleman farmer in northern Thailand with his wife, a Hmong princess, and children. 
Also in attendance was Robert Six, who owned Continental Air Lines and its sister company, Continental Air 
Services, which flew missions in Vietnam and Laos. 
Another was Israel Freedman, a former Air America pilot who helped evacuate the U.S. Embassy in Saigon and 
now is known for his annual portrayal of Santa Claus at Christmas on Patpong Road. 
Despite the historic connection of Post No. 1 with soldiers of fortune--Ward fought as a mercenary in Italy, the 
Crimea and Nicaragua before he was killed in China in 1862 leading the fight against the Taiping rebels--
probably the only active mercenary in attendance was a powerfully built veteran of the Congo war known as 
Jimmy the Belgian. Sitting in Lucy's Tiger Den, he wore a T-shirt with the slogan: "Mercenaries--They Just Go 
to Hell to Regroup." 
As the Bangkok headquarters of the American Legion post, Tiger Rydberg's bar near Patpong played host to 
much of the reunion's drinking and carousing. 
Rydberg, a former construction worker in Vietnam and elsewhere, says he opened his bar in 1971 after coming 
off a 54-day drunk in Bangkok and discovering he had married Lucy. 
The establishment boasts a jukebox with an array of records ranging from Al Jolson tunes to country truckin' 
songs. 
The walls are covered with pictures of customers and tigers, American Legion China Post banners and 
mementos and plaques. 
On a mezzanine called The Hobo's Roost, Rydberg offers all the beans and French bread one can eat for about 
$1.30. 
Tiger himself no longer drinks because of diabetes, but he is constantly on hand to dispense what another 
plaque calls his "inspirational words of wisdom and erudition." Given by an American correspondent, it cites 
his "meritorious service to journalists, pilots and other drifters." 

 

POW/MIA Recovery Operation in Pas-de-Calais: Volunteers Wanted, August 2021 
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A member of a Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) recovery team carries buckets during a 
recovery mission in Belgium, April 15, 2021. (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Apryl Hall) 
MIA Recovery Mission – France 2021 
Interested in participating this Summer/Fall? Click below for details and to register as a volunteer with 
the American Legion!  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScsEUTm9X9nJENQk_JdJQtjxm8XvEWDV3xgYsrqgUya-
3BkTg/viewform  

As veterans, we innately understand the sacred covenant the United States makes with her soldiers, sailors, 
Marines, airmen, and their families to ensure that all service members who make the ultimate sacrifice are 
reunited with their families and laid to rest in accordance with their wishes.  Keeping this sacred covenant 
has long been a priority for Congress, the Executive Branch, and specifically the Department of Defense, and 
in 2015 the DoD consolidated the recovery activities of multiple commands, agencies, and task forces into a 
standalone agency, the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA). 
 
The DPAA mission is to provide the fullest possible accounting of missing service members. Their goal is to 
recover human remains and/or material evidence that can contribute to the fullest possible accounting of 
missing DoD personnel in a scientifically defensible way, using the practices of forensic archaeology. The 
DPAA is headquartered in Washington, D.C., with support facilities in Hawaii, Nebraska, and Ohio, as well 
as mission support detachments stationed in Asia and Europe. The mission before DPAA is no easy task due 
to the staggering number of unaccounted for service members from WWII, the Korean War, and the Vietnam 
War. 
  
Of the 16 million Americans who served in WWII, more than 400,000 died during the war. At war’s end in 
1945, there were tens of thousands of sailors, airmen, Marines, and soldiers unaccounted for spread across 
the globe. The War Department, and later the newly created Department of Defense, attempted to locate as 
many of the unaccounted-for service members as possible, but with technology at the time and the 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScsEUTm9X9nJENQk_JdJQtjxm8XvEWDV3xgYsrqgUya-3BkTg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScsEUTm9X9nJENQk_JdJQtjxm8XvEWDV3xgYsrqgUya-3BkTg/viewform
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complexities of the emerging “Cold War” by the onset of the Korea War in 1950, approximately 79,000 
Americans remained unaccounted for. This number included those buried with honor as unknowns, officially 
buried at sea, lost at sea, and missing in action. Over the last 70 years, roughly 7,000 of those unaccounted-
for WWII service members have been reunited with their families. Sadly though, 72,000 WWII families 
remain waiting for closure. In what was WWII’s European and African theaters of operations, more than 
22,000 Americans remain missing in 37 countries across Europe, the Mediterranean, and North Africa. 
  
With the creation of DPAA also came the creation of the Partnerships and Innovations Directorate to 
accelerate the fulfillment of the sacred covenant as DPAA was authorized by Congress and the President to 
actively partner with academic institutions, non-profits, corporations, and the public to fulfill this essential 
mission. Through these partnerships, DPAA was able to increase its capacity in terms of research and 
fieldwork to actively investigate loss sites. 

 

 

 

U.S. Navy HM1 Casey Goodman, a medical corpsman deployed with DPAA, screens for possible 
material evidence as part of a DPAA recovery mission in Alsace-Lorraine, France, 15 April 2016. (DOD 

photo by Specialist Crystal Madriz) 

One of DPAA’s newest partnerships is with the Center for the Environmental Management of Military Lands 
(CEMML) at Colorado State University in Fort Collins, Colorado. For over 30 years, CEMML has partnered 
with the DoD to maintain military readiness while meeting the resource conservation requirements DoD has 
for its public lands. As an organization with a decades-long partnership with the DoD, it was easy for 
CEMML’s leadership to understand the importance of DPAA’s mission, and work was begun in 2019 to 
establish a formal partnership. 
This summer the CEMML-DPAA partnership, despite the best efforts of COVID-19 to delay, will finally get 
underway as CEMML with a mission in August 2021 in Northern France’s  Pas-de-Calais Department to 
identify a crash site and conduct a recovery excavation to search for the remains of the missing crew 
members. In conducting its mission and understanding the importance of the covenant to veterans, CEMML 
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is reaching out to the veteran community in Europe, and specifically in France, to ask for volunteers to 
support the mission. While having archaeological experience helps, it is not a requirement. There are 
opportunities for those with metal detecting experience, photographers, translators (French - English), and 
those capable of shoveling and moving buckets of dirt for a week or two of the mission. 
  
CEMML believes the mission this summer will be a model for an increased number of missions in the 
subsequent years that will allow DPAA, CEMML, and the European veteran community to increase the 
number of missions conducted annually, and most importantly, increase the number of families of our WWII 
fallen brothers that are at last given the closure they so deserve. 
  
Those interested in volunteering, and who would like more information on the mission should contact the 
mission’s team leader and project manager, Ray Sumner at rvsumner@colostate.edu. Ray is a fellow veteran, 
having served 22-years in the U.S. Army, and is a lifetime member of the VFW and American Legion. He is 
now a PhD student in Anthropology at CSU. The mission’s Lead Archaeologist is Dr. Michele Koons from 
the Denver Museum of Nature and Science. Tony Chapa, the Director of CEMML and a fellow Army 
veteran, is the mission’s Principal Investigator. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:rvsumner@colostate.edu
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China Post 1 Sons of The American Legion (SAL) Squadron 
By Leroy Cockrell, Squadron Commander 
 

I hope this late spring greeting finds you and yours able to finally enjoy the freedoms that 
this great country affords us.  After a year of restrictions mostly based on health emergency 
edicts, we are coming around to the idea that there were probably a lot of overreactions to 
the Covid-19 pandemic, but only time will tell.  And, as we learn more daily, the origin of 
this plague was probably right where you thought it was!  It has been a battle very unlike 
any of those fought by our ancestry in areas around the world, but just as deadly.  Remember 
to give thanks for our Veterans!   

If you have not given some thought to attending this year’s Reunion in Seward, Alaska I would not wait much 
longer!   The accommodations are limited, and you need to get your reservation in ASAP.  All the information 
can be found on the China Post 1 Website at:  https://chinapost1.org/events/china-post-1-2021-reunion/  It 
would be great to have a good showing of SAL Members this year, and perhaps you may even want to tack a 
few days onto the trip to look around this very unique state.  Linda and I are adding a week with some friends 
for sightseeing and fishing! 
The voting on which of the American Legion Children’s Funds is in and final.  The SAL membership voted to 
split our donation to both…namely: The American Legion Child Welfare Foundation and The American Legion 
Veterans & Children’s Fund.  The membership is to be commended for continuing to support our Squadron in 
these very worthwhile endeavors.  We should always keep in mind that our primary responsibility in the Sons of 
the American Legion is to support veterans and their families.  Instructions will be sent to the Post Financial 
Officer to direct $250 each to the two American Legion entities mentioned above.  Thank you, Members! 
Management of our group and its structure is needing a change, friends.  I have dearly enjoyed the opportunities 
that being the SAL Squadron’s Commander has afforded me, but feel it is time to arrange a more horizontal 
management group and give others a chance to participate.  I am expecting to have the final decisions on how 
this might come about before the next Poop Sheet comes out, or at least by the Post Reunion in September.  If 
any of you have an interest in getting involved with management responsibilities of China Post 1’s SAL 
Squadron, by all means drop me a line or give me a call so we can discuss.  Good communication skills are 
required, and online computer skills are a considerable asset as so much of our work today is done in front of a 
screen or monitor.  I will remain part of the Team to assist the new members with historical information and 
guidance as needed.  It has been an honor to serve this Post in my capacity for the past 5 years, and my 
membership will continue as new opportunities are encountered.  And believe me, there are plenty! 
As we all know, the American Legion’s membership year starts on July 1 for the next Calendar year.  2022 dues 
will come due on that date, so we need to have it on our calendar as a priority item.  There are a considerable 
number of you that have now taken up the multi-year memberships.  Great decision!  These years roll around so 
fast the one-year membership seems way too often!  If you are a multi-year member, your membership cards go 
out in early July and will continue at that frequency if you are paid up and ahead.  At the present time, we are 

https://chinapost1.org/events/china-post-1-2021-reunion/
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only offering a 3 Year membership, but have hopes of having a Paid Up for Life Membership at some time in 
the future of the American Legion (AL).  And as a note, the American Legion’s Officer’s site (that we use for 
conducting business) has been down for the last couple months, and transmittals for new members and re-ups 
have not been possible.  Please be patient if you are waiting on transactional items such as membership.   
I hope all of you had a memorable Memorial Day weekend.  This significant holiday is remembered each year 
on the last Monday of May as we recollect memories of family members, friends and acquaintances who did not 
return from war and paid the ultimate price for protecting our freedom.  A solemn occasion indeed, and not a 
celebratory event as some seem to think.   
My China Post 1 brother Bill Parrish and I were part of the yearly event at the Fort Stanton, NM State Veterans 
Cemetery which involves placing flags on every grave.  We are honored to take part in this activity and look 
forward to it every year.  It is attended by many local families and veterans and usually takes less than half an 
hour to flag every one of the over 2000 Veteran gravesites that are there.  If you have not taken part in 
something like this, I hope sometime in the future that you will have the opportunity. 

Additionally, remember that any pictures or information about veteran related activities that you might have 
taken part in are welcomed for future Poop Sheet SAL articles.  Just send me what you have, 
(salcmdr@chinapost1.org) and I will edit at your direction if needed. 
 
And, thanks to all our SAL Members for being a member of this very worthwhile Veterans Organization 
Family! 
 
TAPS:  None reported during the Spring Quarter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:salcmdr@chinapost1.org
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China Post 1 Auxiliary 
By Linda Cockrell, Auxiliary President 
 

 
I have always enjoyed watching “war” movies about WWI, WWII, and Korea because I have 
many family members who served in all branches of the military during those wars.  
Becoming a member of the AL Auxiliary has made me curious about those relatives and their 
service. I started with my Native American Pawnee relatives because I have the most 
information about them. Pawnees are known to be fierce warriors and are highly honored for 
their bravery. 

“When our country called in time of need, our warriors did not hesitate or question why. They 
were sent to countries across the ocean, with the uncertainty of their return.  At times, it seemed 
that we had lost, yet we returned to be victors.  From the Bombing of Pearl Harbor to the Bataan 
Death March, we rose to raise the flag on Iwo Jima.  

During WWII, the percentage of American Indian volunteers was greater than any other group 
or race.  Out of a population of 400,000volunteers, 25,000 were sent to war. This war cost the Pawnee 
Indian people the greatest amount of sacrifices.  YET THEY DID NOT DIE IN VAIN.” (68th Annual 
Pawnee Indian Veterans Homecoming Program, July 3, 4, 5, 6, 2014) 
My great grandfather, Spotted Horsechief, served with the U. S. Army Calvary during the building of the 
Union Pacific Railroad. He helped protect the workers from raids by people who did not want the railroad built. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

This photograph shows Pawnee warriors posed alongside Union 
Pacific excursionists in front of the business car that belonged to 
President Abraham Lincoln. The car had been used to transport 
President Lincoln's remains to Springfield, Ill., for his funeral and 
internment. Relics from this car are on display in the Union Pacific 
Railroad Museum. 
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My grandfather Delbert Horsechief was in the 142nd Infantry Regiment, U.S. National Guard assigned to 71st 
Brigade during WWI in Europe. He had 6 sons who also served in the military: 

Delbert Jr. first served as a Merchant Marines in WWII then, after being discharged, joined the Army. 
Alexander “Hemmy” served in 2 wars: WWII, U.S. Army Airborne paratrooper and during the Korean 
Conflict in the U.S. Air Force. 
Levi was a member of Company B, 179th Infantry which was part of the 45th division. He made four 
combat parachute jumps with the 82nd Airborne Division in Europe, was wounded twice in combat and 
awarded the Purple Heart with Oak Leaf Cluster. He was taken prisoner by German S.S. Troops but 
escaped before he could be transported to a Nazi prisoner of war camp. 
Ellis “Ally” served in the Korean Conflict as a U.S. Army paratrooper. He was wounded and awarded 
the Purple Heart. He told us he did a lot of KP!! 
Vance was in the 40th Infantry, Armored Division in Africa. 
Lewis was in Korea as a member of the 45th Infantry Division. 

And my younger sister, Jean, served in the U.S. Air Force, joining in 1970 and discharged as a Master Sergeant 
in 1985.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I would like to invite Auxiliary members to send in your own stories about military family members and/or 
yourself so they can be included in the Poop Sheet. 
 
Have you made your reservations for our reunion in Seward, Alaska? Let us have a great showing of our 
membership! 

Do not forget to pay your dues!! 
 

Paratroopers Flying to the Dropzone in Korea, 3/1951 
(https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/
korean-conflict) 
 

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/paratroopers-korea
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40 & 8 Voiture 1496 
By Janie Miller, Chef de Gare, Grande du France 

 Bonjour from the Grande du France!!!!!  
Well, Voyageurs and friends, it looks like we are getting back to (a modified) normal.  Looks 
like we made it!!!! 
 

I could talk again about membership, about those who just “recently” joined and those who have been members 
of France for years, if not decades, and still have not paid their 2020 dues. You know who you are and – while I 
am awfully disappointed – will not talk about it anymore (Ron will though). 
Along the membership line we would like to remind all China Post 1 members that our invitation to you is still 
‘there’! 
 
We have now presented both Nursing Scholarships to two young ladies, one a working ER nurse and the other 
one a straight-A nursing student.  It makes one feel good to know for what we continue to try to raise money -- 
a BIG MERCI BIEN to all who bought coins and pins.  We will have the new program pins in Seward. 
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In our efforts to raise money we are trying to think outside the box; in addition to the standard raffle we will 
have at Reunion again, we will offer 2 Vietnam Wall sets with a K-Bar. Here is a picture! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As a new idea I thought about doing something different which allows us to bring money from the communities 
in which we live. So:  I have made a French dinner menu that I can cook for a friend/winner here.  It is easy to 
ask for donations, but people who are not members do like to see some something in return.     
 
For those who do not live in my area – unless you pay for my 
flight ticket – and indeed win, there will be a $100 gift card, 
or I will buy you and your guest dinner in a restaurant in 
Seward.  YOUR choice! Tickets are $10 each or 3 for $20. If 
you’re interested in the fundraiser, let me know how many 
tickets you would like, send me your money and I will hold 
them until the reunion or if you are unable to attend, I will 
send your tickets to you.  
 
So, we all wish all of you a wonderful summer and look 
forward to seeing you again soon! 
 
Janie Miller 
Chef de Gare of Wonderful France 
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40&8 Nursing Scholarship Update 
By Rob Hendershot 
I will be taking over as Chairman of the 40/8 Nursing Scholarship 
and am looking for ideas to bolster the Scholarship coffers. I am also 
a Dragon Rider and put a Dragon pin on Facebook for opinions. It 
got sold out that day. I contacted the maker, of the pins, and he told 
me he only had 32 remaining with no intention of making more. I 
bought them all and am going to sell them for $25 with all the money 
going directly to the Nursing Scholarship. I know that seems pricey, 
but that money is helping someone go to Nursing school, and that 
person, may in fact, save one of our lives or a loved one. Any other 
contributions to the fund would also be greatly appreciated. Send me 
an email to coordinate the sales. mailto:Rhendershot10@gmail.com  
 
 

Reunion Update 
2021 Reunion in Seward Alaska (24 - 26 September 2021) 

3rd Vice Commander Larry Atkins is the China Post 1 operations chief for our 2021 Reunion in Alaska.  
Contact Larry at 3VC@Chinapost1.org with any questions. As we are on the way to record attendance, make 
your reservations now by clicking on the link below: 
This year’s China Post 1 Reunion will be held at The Seward Military Resort in Seward, Alaska. The resort 
website address is: www.seward.com .  
Tucked away a couple of hour’s drive south of Anchorage on the Kenai Peninsula, the Seward Military Resort 
in Seward, Alaska is a scenic must-see for military and retirees traveling in Alaska. With mountains jetting up 
from one side of the resort, and the calm ocean waters of Resurrection Bay on the other, Seward Military Resort 
is the perfect setting for starting an Alaskan adventure. 
Accommodations 
The Resort offers 55 individual hotel rooms, 12 townhomes, and 1 log cabin, as well as an RV park, campsites, 
and yurts for those who want to take their adventure outdoors.  The negotiated rates are as follows:, 
Hotel rooms are $51.00 per night with the third night free! That is 3 days for $102.00 for the Hotel rooms! 
Two-bedroom townhomes are only $76.00/night with the 3rd night free!  That is $152.00 for three nights for 
the townhomes! The Log Cabin is $76.00 per night with the third night free or $152.00 for three nights of a 
Log Cabin! 
There will be no resort fee, and both parking and Wi-Fi are free. Rooms will be available at this rate for at least 
three days before and after the reunion, from September 21 – 29, 2020. 

mailto:Rhendershot10@gmail.com
http://www.seward.com/
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Please note, handicapped accessible rooms are limited.  The resort has 3 hotel rooms and 1 townhouse that are 
handicapped accessible.  For those requiring handicapped equipped rooms, you may wish to reserve your room 
early. 
The kitchen, normally closed during this time of the year, will be in operation for breakfast.  A breakfast buffet 
will be open from 6:30AM to 9:30AM Friday, Saturday, and Sunday mornings.  Cost for breakfast during the 
reunion – all three days, will be $42 per person. 
Finally, the resort does NOT have a gym.  For those who like to exercise and want to use a gym, there is an 
exercise facility located close to the resort that can be used at no cost for resort members.  Please tick the 
appropriate box on the registration form so we have a headcount and will know how many people are 
interested.  If interest is high, the resort will make free shuttle service available to accommodate those 
interested. 
 
 
Reservations - You must register for the Reunion prior to making your hotel reservations. Reservations 
made without a Reunion registration will not be honored.   
After you have submitted your registration form, you may call the Hotel at: 
(907) 224-5559 
(907) 224-2659 
(907) 224-2654 
or (800) 770-1858. 
Tell them you are with the “American Legion China Post 1 Reunion” and book your room.  Then you will be all 
set. 
Transportation  
We will be providing a comfort motor coach from the Anchorage Airport to the Seward Resort on Thursday, 
departing from the airport at 1900 hours and arriving at the resort at approximately 2100 hours.  A return 
luxury coach will be provided on Sunday, September 26, 2021, departing the Resort at 1000 hours.  The Coach 
is being provided at zero cost for China Post 1, American Legion, Reunion attendees.  Please note, each Coach 
holds 56 individuals and will be filled on a first come, first served basis.  Please tick the appropriate box on the 
registration form so we can track usage.  If the demand for shuttle service exceeds this limit, an additional 
coach will be considered.  Updates will be forthcoming in future Poop Sheets or Post Bulletins. 
Registration Fees 
Member $60.00, Guest $40.00, Banquet $50.00, Breakfast Buffet $42.00.  Tours will be booked separately.  A 
tour form will be forthcoming.  
Schedule 
Thursday, 23 September 
Check into the hotel and register. Hospitality Suite will be open from Thursday Morning through Sunday, 
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noonish.  If weather permits, and if there is enough interest, we may schedule a China Post 1 Dragon Riders 
Ride!   Make sure that you visit Seward Post 5 located in downtown Seward. 
Friday, 24 September – Sightseeing and touring local attractions 
Seward is a very scenic town with many destinations within walking distance of the Hotel.  We plan to offer 
several tours on Friday.  Most tours will be payable through the hotel.  Others will be payable directly through 
the tour operator.  Shuttle service will be provided, from the hotel, for those with booked tours.  More on tours 
later.  For others who wish to visit Anchorage, the resort offers cab service.  Please click on the link embedded 
within the Poop Sheet for more information on Seward with things to see and do while in Alaska. 
Saturday, 25 September, meeting locations to be announced 
08:00 – Executive Committee meeting – location TBD 
10:30 – General membership meeting, all members of the American Legion family are invited, China Post 
members, Auxiliary members, and Sons of the American Legion. 
13:30 – The Auxiliary and the 40&8 meet simultaneously, room assignments will be posted later. 
1430 – S.A.L. meeting 
18:00 – Cocktails. 
19:00 – Banquet. Plated, triple entrée including Prime Rib, Halibut or Vegetarian each with sides and dessert, 
$50.00 a head including tax and gratuity. 
21:00 – Retire to the Hospitality Suite. 
Event Registration Form 
If you will be attending the 2021 China Post Convention and Reunion, and prefer to register by mail, please 
complete this form and mail it with your check as indicated below. This form is for China Post meeting 
events only – not hotel reservations (see below). 
Send Event Registration Form and check payable to “China Post 1” to: 
Reunion Registration 
PO Box 35799 
11805 Chimney Rock Rd 
Houston, Texas 77035 
Hotel Reservations – Book Early – This Is a Resort Area 
Please REGISTER FIRST prior to booking your hotel room.  To book your hotel room, call the hotel directly 
Monday – Friday between 11 am – 7 pm Central Time at 907-224-2659. Tell them you are with the American 
Legion, China Post 1 Reunion.  You must book by August 15, 2021, with a credit card to hold your reservation. 
NOTICE: IF YOU WANT TO STAY OUTSIDE OF THE ACTUAL REUNION DATES YOU MUST 
BOOK YOUR ROOM WITH JEWEL WILLIAMS DIRECTLY. THAT MEANS IF YOU WANT A 
ROOM FOR SEPT. 21, 22, 23 OR SEPT. 27, 28, 29, CALL JEWELL DIRECTLY AT 907-224-2659 (x) 
3140 
 

http://www.americanlegionpost5.com/post-5.html
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Helpful videos: 
Visiting Alaska - https://youtu.be/gm7i4D9JhRw 
Visiting Seward - www.visitseward.com 
Seward Visitor Guide - https://www.seward.com/ 
 
 

 
 
 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2Fgm7i4D9JhRw&data=04%7C01%7Cghowe%40bellflight.com%7C70aa672fe5dc451fd26608d8e887ad29%7C2d5b202c8c074168a55166f570d429b3%7C0%7C0%7C637515016711708388%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=rpdm%2BNQfaLYrzEZHbwnjvq9oxaZJJMtC8u0qfiohOk8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.visitseward.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cghowe%40bellflight.com%7C16279491ebeb4f7c8d2e08d9199e2a27%7C2d5b202c8c074168a55166f570d429b3%7C0%7C0%7C637568990276856607%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=vz5pUXWMuWZPC4uVaeHB7wqFjs07nzDf0yILEW%2Fpt%2Fw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.seward.com/
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Tour List for 2021 Reunion 
 
www.sewardresort.com Click on Tours to see which may be of interest. Due to the timing of our reunion, many 
tours have stopped operating but not all. Some tour operators have opted to open just for us! Check with the 
resort and remember to ask if there are any discounts available for Veterans! 
 
www.kenaifjords.com This website offers several tours, but you will find the only tour operating during our 
timeframe is the Kenai Fjords Tour - highly recommended. The Promo code for 30% off Kenai Fjords Tour is 
CHINAPOST1 
 
https://www.adventure60.com Adventure 60 North - Great hikes, easy and moderate, around Exit Glacier and 
other locations, kayaking in Resurrection Bay, Gold Panning. These tours may be booked directly through the 
Seward Resort. 
 
https://alaskasealife.org One of the only Arctic Marine Research and Rehabilitation Centers in the Northern 
Hemisphere. Amazing viewing tanks, behind the scenes tours, etc. Great educators and guides with a wealth of 
info. These tours may be booked directly through the Seward Resort. 
 
https://sewardcitytours.com Bus packages for town and areas surrounding Seward. Good for folks with limited 
mobility.  This tour is usually not in operation at this time of the year, but they will make an exception for us 
and open for operation. They require 10 guests to make a tour but once again, they will be flexible. The normal 
price for a historical city tour is $35 per person but for groups of 10 or more per departure they would offer a 
discounted rate of $20 per person! Contact Yen Ly directly and remember to mention China Post1 in your 
booking. Their number is 907-231-5773. 
 
www.currentaffaircharters.com  Fishing Trips! John Moline, a member of Post 5 owns this business and will 
open just for us!! It takes 4 people minimum to make a trip. Halibut is $260.30 total per person, and a 
combination for halibut and rock fish is $308.45 total per person.  Contact John at 907-224-5356 to reserve your 
spot. Remember to mention China Post 1 and yes, ask about fishing license requirements. 
 
https://saltwatersafari.com  Alaska Saltwater Safari Fishing Trips. Call (907) 224-5232 for more information.  
They will be open for fishing trips during this time frame.  Their normal cost is $399 plus tax per person.  
Remember to mention that you are a Veteran with China Post 1 and you’ll receive $25 off! You will also be 
required to purchase a fishing license. 
 
 

http://www.sewardresort.com/
http://www.kenaifjords.com/
https://www.adventure60.com/
https://alaskasealife.org/
https://sewardcitytours.com/
http://www.currentaffaircharters.com/
https://saltwatersafari.com/
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Legion Rider Update 
Updated Program Guidelines 

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF 
THE AMERICAN LEGION 

May 5-6, 2021 
Virtual 

Resolution No. 5: Guidelines for the American Legion Riders National Program Origin: Internal Affairs 
Commission 
Submitted by: Internal Affairs Commission  
WHEREAS American Legion Riders (ALR) was established in 1993 as a post-level activity at Garden City 
American Legion Post 396, Department of Michigan; and 
WHEREAS Resolution No. 35: “American Legion Riders as a National Program,” NEC, October 17- 18, 2007, 
Resolution No. 32: “Amendment to Resolution No. 35,” NEC, May 4-5, 2011, and Resolution No. 19 (NEC, 
Oct. 2020), Subject: “Updated Program Guidelines for the American Legion Riders (ALR) National Program” 
were guiding documents for the post and department ALR programs under the support of the hosting posts and 
departments and are combined in this resolution; and  
WHEREAS Today there are more than 2,100 ALR chapters at the post, district and department levels whose 
membership consists of members of The American Legion, Sons of The American Legion and the American 
Legion Auxiliary who share a common interest in motorcycle ownership and pleasure riding for veterans’ 
causes; and 
WHEREAS The ALR has expanded to more than 150,000 members, 2,100 local chapters in all 50 domestic 
departments and in two foreign departments, and  
WHEREAS The purpose of the ALR is to use their common interest and association to promote the aims and 
purposes of The American Legion as well as the promotion of motorcycle safety and awareness; and 
WHEREAS Since 2014, ALR has raised approximately 1 million dollars annually for the American Legion 
Legacy Scholarship Fund while raising The American Legions brand awareness and penetration in their 
communities and promoting the American Legion Family; and  
WHEREAS Membership growth in The American Legion has increased in many posts that have supported 
ALR and in some cases these members now serve in leadership positions within The American Legion; and  
WHEREAS Many posts, districts and departments of The American Legion have acknowledged ALR as a local 
American Legion program and are tasked with establishing guidelines for their ALR program to follow; and  
WHEREAS ALR supports those individuals serving in uniform today through participation in such activities as 
the Patriot Guard, which was founded by the Department of Kansas ALR to provide escorts for our fallen 
heroes returning from war and taking care of the needs of the families left behind; and  
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WHEREAS All ALR members strive to maintain the image of The American Legion by upholding The 
American Legion name and brand which symbolizes the integrity and principles of this great organization; and  
WHEREAS It is in the best interest of The American Legion, through the ALR Advisory Committee, to review 
and amend from time to time such guidelines to provide more effective direction to The American Legion 
Riders programs in order to protect the trademarks, emblems and copyrights of The American Legion; now, 
therefore, be it 
RESOLVED By the National Executive Committee of The American Legion in regular meeting assembled 
virtually on May 5-6, 2021, That all American Legion Riders (ALR) groups be organized as programs 
supported by a post, department or other duly constituted department governing body of The American Legion 
and shall uphold the declared principles of The American Legion as well as conform to, and abide by, the 
lawful regulations and decisions of their department, post and/or other duly constituted department governing 
body; and, be it further  
RESOLVED That because The American Legion owns, controls, protects and defends The American Legion’s 
intellectual property, composed of trademarks, emblems, and copyrights (Emblem or Emblems), the following 
guidelines are required to fulfill protective standards: 

1. All members of the ALR shall be current members of The American Legion, Sons of The American 
Legion or American Legion Auxiliary.  

2. Each ALR member shall establish and maintain ALR membership by owning, individually or through 
marriage, a common-law marriage, a life partnership or a long- term relationship, a motorcycle licensed 
and insured as required by the ALR member’s state laws.  

3. ALR programs may allow for continued ALR membership for those ALR members who have given up 
motorcycle ownership because of age, illness, injury, or other reasons outside the ALR member’s 
control.  

4. ALR programs may allow current members of The American Legion family to join ALR chapters as 
supporting members.  

5. The only approved titles for ALR officers shall be chairman and vice-chairman or director and assistant 
director.  

6. All ALR members shall maintain the image of The American Legion, protect The American Legion’s 
Emblems, which symbolizes the integrity and principles of The American Legion and if wearing 
Emblem items then the Emblem items will be American Legion authorized Emblems. 

7. ALR members’ vests should display the integrity, principles, and values of The American Legion and 
the ALR by avoiding patches or pins with (1) explicit or offensive language and/or images and (2) 
political or partisan language and/or images since The American Legion is a non-partisan organization. 

8. The ALR chapter should strive to represent the virtues, values, ethics, and morals of The American 
Legion in support of freedom, democracy, and the safety of our citizens.  
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9. Per NEC Resolution No. 37, May 4 - 5, 1988, ALR chapters do not have the authority to enter any 
formal association or club/council membership with any outside organization that may act or vote in any 
manner outside the control of The American Legion.  

10. All ALR members shall obey the laws of their respective state and/or the state(s) in which they ride.  
11. The ALR chapter’s sponsoring organization (post, district and/or department) are strongly urged to 

review liability insurance coverage to ensure that adequate insurance coverage is available to 
insure/cover the sponsoring organization, including insurance coverage for any specific special riding 
event; and be it further 

RESOLVED That American Legion Riders programs shall abide by the American Legion National Constitution 
and National By-laws as well as their established post, district, and department directives, and be it further  

RESOLVED That American Legion National Headquarters and the respective departments shall maintain 
general oversight of the American Legion Riders program in regard to proper use of the Emblems of The 
American Legion, the American Legion Riders, and the American Legion Legacy Run and to ensure 
compliance with the American Legion National Constitution and National By-Laws, and be it finally  

RESOLVED That Resolution No. 19 (NEC, Oct. 2020), Subject: “Updated Program Guidelines for the 
American Legion Riders (ALR) National Program” is hereby superseded and rescinded.  
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102nd American Legion National Convention 
27 August – 2 September 2021 
Start planning now to attend the 102nd National Convention in Phoenix, AZ (I hope to see old friends and some 
new faces in Phoenix) please e-mail me at dhaggan@sbcglobal.net with the following information: 

• The date you will arrive and depart, the person you are sharing a room with if any, and any special room 
requirements. 

Room Rates are. 
$125.00 Queen Room (2 beds/standard room – 1 or 2 persons)  
$125.00 King Room (1 bed/standard room – 1 or 2 persons)  
$125.00 ADA Room  
$10.00 Roll-a-way rate per night  
12.57% Tax rate applied to each room per night (subject to change)  
$26.00 Self-parking per night 
$36.00 Valet parking per night 
Updates will be e-mailed out, posted on the Department Website, and posted on the Department Facebook page 
in the coming weeks. 
Hope to see you in Phoenix, AZ. 
 

Memorial Division News 
Nevada Memorial Division 
The Nevada Memorial Division continues to meet on the second Saturday of each month at noon, at THE 
LEATHERNECK CLUB in Las Vegas. We have had some great meetings during the COVID-19 pandemic.  
At our last meeting, we had the Chief of Staff from V.A. hospital Las Vegas, Dr. R. Komunduri, as a guest 
speaker discussing improvements in the V.A. health care system and taking questions from members. This was 
highly informative and well received by all members.  
We look forward to our reunion in Seward and reaching out to our fellow members. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:dhaggan@sbcglobal.net
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Quarterly Feature 
Wars and Remembrance 
Memorials to Fallen Service Members and Innocent Civilian Victims in San Francisco 
By L.L. Wong 
 
These pictures of lesser-known memorial artworks of somber remembrance are shared with everyone for 
Memorial Day. They are situated in Saint Mary's Square in San Francisco. The Square is across the street from 
St. Mary's Cathedral, located at the intersection of California Street and Grant Avenue. It is on the route of the 
California Street cable car line. Some people will recall this familiar location from the first Chinatown scene in 
the 1961 Hollywood film musical Flower Drum Song set in the city. 
 
1. Memorial Plaque of Fallen Chinese-American Service Members of WWI and WWII 
This 3' x 4' bronze plaque is located opposite an exceptionally large statue of Sun Yat-sen. 

WE SALUTE THESE AMERICANS OF CHINESE ANCESTRY WHO GAVE THEIR 
 LIVES FOR AMERICA IN WORLD WARS I AND II. 

     -- Inscription on Plaque 
 

 
 

The American eagle, the service emblems of the U.S. Army, U.S. Navy, U.S. Marine Corps, U.S. Coast Guard, 
the American Legion, and the Veterans of Foreign Wars are imbedded as golden medallions.  The names of all 
the Chinese-American servicemen are listed. Visitors sometimes make rubbings or highlight the names of loved 
ones.  The inscription pretty much sums the sentiment for all Americans who lost their lives in the line of duty. 
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2. COMFORT WOMEN -- A Column of Strength 
"Our worst fear is that our painful history during WWII will be forgotten..." 

                                                       -- Quote by a Former Comfort Woman 
 

 
This set of life-size bronze statues is separated from the American Legion / VFW plaque by shrubbery and a 
children's playground.  
Although it is not a veteran’s art piece it is truly relevant to remembering the Second World War which was 
undoubtedly a just war. 
 The statues memorialize the thousands of innocent young Asian and Pacific Islander women whose lives were 
destroyed by Imperial Japanese aggression.  It dates from 2017 and was sculpted by an American artist 
commissioned by an Asian women’s justice coalition advocating on behalf of the aged surviving victims of this 
horrendous criminal militarism and barbarism.  The comfort women atrocities were a widespread systemic 
policy of murderous sexual violence and human trafficking by the rampaging Japanese armed forces. It was 
perpetrated against women of thirteen nations which suffered invasion and occupation during WW II.  
Thousands of women were kidnapped, enslaved, raped, tortured, and killed.  These are well documented cases 
of crimes against humanity. 
There are still modern-day militarists in Japan who are the equivalent of Holocaust deniers; totally denying the 
entire comfort women atrocities. The Rape of Nanking is dismissed as a fabrication of fake news or overblown 
isolated incidents.  The truth about Nanking and many other major war crimes perpetrated against civilian 
populations and Allied POWs is steadily erased from the historical memory of the Japanese people. Having met 
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Bataan death march survivors who also survived the horrors of incarceration under Unit 731 in Manchuria, I 
find this to be an additional layer of infamy. 
 A particularly outrageous interpretation of the comfort women issue has also been voiced by some deniers. 
They suggest that these women voluntarily offered their bodies to heal the poor suffering Japanese servicemen 
during the war.  The Japanese term "comfort" is an especially offensive euphemism. 
 The scars of war persist through the years.  This controversy was also the reason why the city of Osaka, Japan 
severed its sister-city relationship with San Francisco when this sculpture was created and installed. 
 

The three statues of the girls are mounted above eye level and the 
grieving adult woman standing nearby completes the grouping. A 
close-up viewing of their faces are portraits of young lives lost in 
the most cruel and violent circumstances.  The tableau is a very 
moving piece of art. 
A nearby panel in English, Chinese, Korean, Tagalog, and 
Japanese provides a historical narrative. The statues also illustrate 
one of the core values of America -- standing up against tyranny 
and aggression, and defending the innocent and weak from the 
injustice of violence.   
There are other monuments and places of honored remembrance 
for our veterans who courageously gave their lives in the service of 
our country. As we salute our departed brothers-in-arms, be sure to 
tell everyone about their deeds so they will not be forgotten.   
Memorial Day is a day of respectful remembrance of our fallen.  
The American public should not take our country's blessings for 
granted.  Memorial Day should not just be a weekend of barbecues 
and shopping to kick off the summer vacation season 
In this time of recent increased anti-Asian Pacific Islander hate 
crimes, the two memorials featured here are especially poignant.  
They help focus our thinking about challenging issues now and in 

the future, and are also a fitting wrap up to Asian-American Pacific Islander Heritage Month.   
I hope all Americans will take the time to reflect on the meaning of Memorial Day. 
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Fallen Comrades 
Brad Carter 
Deborah Carter, Brad’s wife, notified the Post that Brad passed away on April 23, 2021.  We have no further 
details currently. 
Kenneth Eugene Wood 
Kenneth Eugene Wood, 80, passed away on August 20, 2020, in Houston, Texas. Kenneth was born October 
11, 1939, in Northville, Michigan. 
Ken was a man larger than life. He strived to do and be better at everything he tried. He had a distinguished 
flying career in the U.S Army and with Air America. He served his country while flying in Vietnam from 1963 
and 1964, and as an instructor pilot at Fort Wolters in Mineral Wells, Texas. After serving ten years of active 
duty, he continued to serve our country and returned to Southeast Asia with Air America starting in 1968 in 
Thailand, through the evacuation of Saigon, Vietnam, in April 1975.  
Upon graduation from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University in 1978, Kenneth became a logistics support 
representative for the F-16 fighter aircraft at General Dynamics in Fort Worth, Texas. His tenure culminated in 
being selected as the F-16 Deputy Program Director for the Venezuelan contract. After a short hiatus with the 
acquisition of General Dynamics by Lockheed Martin Aeronautics at the same facility, Ken continued with the 
F-16 Program and retired after 30 years.  
Ken is survived by his five children, Bryan, Linda, and Tanya, all of Fort Worth, his daughter, Karen, of Long 
Island, New York, and his son, Jon, of Frisco. Ken has two grandchildren, Stephani Abbot and Ryan Wood and 
three great-grandchildren, all of Clarksville, Tennessee. Ken is also survived by his wife, Le and her children, 
Janet and Robert of Houston, Texas.  
 Story about Ken 
In early 1968, Air American pilot Ken Wood and his flight mechanic Loy "Rusty" Irons carried out one of 
the most unusual and daring rescues of the entire Vietnam War. Project "Heavy Green" was a top-secret 
U.S. Air Force radar bombing facility located at Lima Site 85, a mile-high Laotian mountaintop a mere 120 
miles from downtown Hanoi. The military program was manned by sixteen Air Force technicians working 
undercover as civilian employees of the Lockheed Aircraft Corporation.  
On the evening of 10 March 1968, the North Vietnamese launched a furious mortar, rocket and artillery 
attack on Site 85's CIA operations area and the Air Force facilities. Concurrently, a sapper team climbed the 
steep western cliffs just below the radar buildings. In a pre-dawn attack, the sappers surrounded the 
technicians and used automatic weapons fire and rocket-propelled grenades attempting to destroy the 
facility and kill all the Americans.  
Wood and Irons, responding to a signal from a military survival radio, flew to Site 85 and courageously 
hovered over a group of radar technicians trapped on the side of the cliff below the radar facility. Irons 
quickly dropped a hoist to the men and pulled them aboard the unarmed and unarmored Huey helicopter. 
After forty-one years of secrecy, the CIA acknowledged Air America's role in the rescue of the "Heavy 
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Green" members - Stanley Sliz, Richard Etchberger, Willie Husband, and John Daniel. Etchberger, who 
heroically defended his injured comrades until they were placed on the helicopter, was mortally wounded by 
enemy fire as the Huey withdrew. The communist assault on Site 85 resulted in the single greatest ground 
loss of U.S. Air Force personnel for the entire Vietnam War. Ten "Heavy Green" technicians remain 
unaccounted for from this attack.  
It should be added that CMSgt Etchberger was posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor by President 
Obama on September 21, 2010. Ken Wood and Rusty Irons attended that event at the White House.  
 

News from Our Members 
Les Wong 
Note from the Editor: My apologies to Les for my error in not including his name on his contribution to the last 
Poop Sheet. Thank you, Les for your contribution! 

Don Richards 
Don reports that he has completed his book titled “A Study of Navajo Concha Belts.” This is the first 
comprehensive, exclusive study of Navajo concha belts. This extraordinary reference work is poised to be by far 
the most in-depth authority on the subject and can be found via Schiffer Publishing. 
 
 

 

 

Poop Sheet Contributions Wanted 
We welcome contributions to the Poop Sheet from all our members, including links and photos that relate 
directly to our Post, its members, and their activities and accomplishments. However, please DO NOT send 
anything classified or sensitive, including topics of a political, sexual, or religious nature. Your contributions to 
the Poop Sheet should be sent to poopsheet@chinapost1.org with the Subject: Poop Sheet Article. Please send 
all other notices, requests for information or support, and any other messages to the appropriate 
individual in the directory that follows. 

 
Poop Sheet Editorial Team 

 
 Editor    Deputy Editor  
 Gary Howe   Toni Carpenter  
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American Legion China Post 1 Directory 
Officers 
COMMANDER: Jeff Carson ...................................................................................... commander@chinapost1.org 
DEPUTY COMMANDER: Hans Stockenberger ................................................................... 1VC@chinapost1.org 
2nd VICE COMMANDER: VACANT ............... ……………………………………………2VC@chinapost1.org 
3rd VICE COMMANDER: Larry Atkins ................................................................................ 3VC@chinapost1.org 
ADJUTANT: Terry Parker ............................................................................................... adjutant@chinapost1.org 
AIDE-DE-CAMP: Alan Johnston............................................................................ aide-de-camp@chinapost1.org 
EMBLEM SALES: Rey Quijano ...............................................................................emblemsales@chinapost1.org 
FINANCE OFFICER: Joe Hoofnagle ........................................................................................ fo@chinapost1.org 
JUDGE ADVOCATE: George White ...................................................................................... jag@chinapost1.org 
SERVICE OFFICER: Matt Kristoff ........................................................................................... so@chinapost1.org 
HISTORIAN: Lewis Barger ............................................................................................ historian@chinapost1.org 
CHAPLAIN: Janie Miller ................................................................................................. chaplain@chinapost1.org 
SERGEANT at ARMS: Alan Johnston ................................................................................. sgtaa@chinapost1.org 

China Post Dragon Riders 
DIRECTOR: Alfredo “Al” Salas .............................................................................. alrdirector@chinapost1alr.org 

Sons of The American Legion 
SQUADRON COMMANDER: Leroy Cockrell ...............................................................salcmdr@chinapost1.org 

American Legion Auxiliary 
PRESIDENT: Linda Cockrell .................................................................................... auxpresident@chinapost1.org 
SECRETARY: Claire “CJ” Capaldo ......................................................................... auxsecretary@chinapost1.org 

Webmaster 
WEBMASTER: Travis Weedman ................................................................................ webmaster@chinapost1.org 
Poop Sheet 
EDITOR: Gary Howe ........ …………………………….……………………….…......poopsheet@chinapost1.org  
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